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SUMMARY 


OF 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1929. 


CITY  OF  DUBLIN. 


Area  of  City  ...  ...  7,911  acres. 

Population  (estimated  to  middle 


of  year) 

<*  • • 

319,700 

Density  of  Population 

• • • 

40-4 

persons  per  acre. 

Births 

• • • 

8,760 

Birth  rate  27-4 

Deaths 

• • • 

5,319 

Death  rate  16*6 

Death  rate  from  9 
Zymotic  Diseases 

principal 
• • • 

10 

per  1,000 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis  (in- 
cluding Phthisis) 

1-74 

per  1,000 

Phthisis  Death  Rate  ... 

• • • 

1 38 

per  1,000 

Infantile  Mortality 

• • • 

866 

Deaths  under  1 y 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

• • • 

107 

per  1,000  births. 

3 

The  health  of  the  city,  as  shown  by  the  statistics  given  herein, 
has  been  satisfactory. 

The  birth-rate  was  27-4  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  com- 
pared with  27-3  for  1928  and  an  average  of  26-7  for  the  previous 

ten  vears. 

•/ 

The  death-rate  was  16-6  per  1,000  compared  with  15-5  for 
1928  and  17  • 1 for  the  previous  ten  years. 

The  death-rate  was  therefore  0-5  per  1,000  of  the  population 
below  the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years.  In  1919  the  death- 
rate  was  22  0 per  1,000  of  the  population. 


The  Infant  mortality  rate  was  107  per  1,000  births,  which  repre- 
sents an  increase  upon  that  of  last  year,  which  was  103. 

The  reports  submitted  by  the  Child  Welfare  Committee  during  Child 
the  year  are  satisfactory.  The  attendances  at  the  clinics  are  Welfare, 
still  on  the  increase  as  well  as  the  visits  made  by  the  nurses  to 
mothers  and  babies  in  their  homes.  The  latter  function  is  a very 
essential  link  in  the  chain  of  Child  Welfare  services,  as  no  mother 
can  be  compelled  to  bring  her  children  to  a Centre  for  advice,  and, 
moreover,  a great  many  mothers  are  either  unwilling  or  unable 
to  do  so. 

There  were  no  notifications  of  this  disease  received  during  the  Encephalitis 
year  nor  during  the  preceding  year.  Lethargica. 

No  case  of  small-pox  occurred  in  the  city  during  the  year.  Small  Pox. 

Contacts  of  cases  occurring  on  board  ship  arriving  here — notifi- 
cations of  same  are  received  from  Port  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
of  English  and  Scotch  cities — are  visited  and  kept  under  obser- 
vation during  the  incubation  period. 

There  was  one  notification  of  this  disease  notified  during  the  Typhus 
year  which,  unfortunately,  proved  fatal.  Fever. 

A 2 
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Housing.  The  gravity  of  the  position  in  regard  to  Housing  still  remains, 
notwithstanding  that  the  building  of  houses  is  being  pushed 
forward  strenuously  and  that  during  the  year  many  houses  have 
been  erected  by  the  Commissioners  acting  for  the  Corporation. 
The  number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  is  negligible, 
and  there  are  at  the  moment  several  thousands  of  applications 
from  persons  housed  under  bad  conditions,  some  of  whom  are 
well  able  to  pay  reasonable  rents  for  accommodation  could  it  be 
found. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  dwell  upon  the  position  of  families  whose 
accommodation  is  limited  to  only  one  room  for  all  purposes,  but 
it  is  clear  that  such  conditions  are  gravely  prejudicial  to  the  public 
health  and  the  welfare  of  the  citv,  and  whilst  there  is  a 
Ervins’  demand  for  ever' 


a small  family  or  no  family  who  will  be  more  certain  to  pay  his  rent 
than  the  unfortunate  tenant  with  a large  family  in  the  basement 
This  is  the  experience  of  everyone  who  has  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  these  conditions. 


A feature  of  life  under  these  conditions  is  the  high  incidence 
of  infectious  disease  and  high  death-rate  from  disease  which  affect 
the  lungs,  especially  among  children  under  five  years  of  age,  and 
from  epidemic  diarrhoea  in  hot  seasons.  Factors  which  conduce 
to  this  result  are  the  greater  opportunities  for  infection  in  densely 
populated  areas,  with  houses  overcrowded  and  badly  arranged. 

The  solution  of  this  problem  must  be  faced  with  courage  and 
energy. 


V enerea  1 

Disease 

Schemo. 


Judged  by  every  test  the  working  of  the  Municipal  V.  I).  Scheme 
is  an  unqualified  success. 


Tuberculosis.  One  cannot  expect  a great  reduction  in  the  Tuberculosis 
incidence  and  mortality  in  Dublin  when  there  are  so  many  over- 
crowded one-room  dwellings  which  afford  a suitable  environment 
for  an  infection  which  is  presumed  to  spread  by  close  contact. 

. . The  urgency  of  providing  necessitous  tuberculous  persons  with 
suitable  homes  at  a rental  which  they  can  afford,  cannot  be  too 
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strongly  emphasized.  The  effect  of  overcrowding  and  bad  housing 
on  the  spread  of  T.  B. — associated  as  it  so  often  is  with  insufficient 
nourishment — is  well  known  and  this  disease  will  not  be  wiped 
out  until  there  is  a vast  improvement  in  housing  conditions. 


VITAL  AND  MORTAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE 
CITY  OF  DUBLIN  FOR  YEAR  1929. 

I am  much  indebted  to  the  Registrar- General  for  his  courtesy 
in  furnishing  me  with  weekly  statistics  and  particulars  of  deaths 
of  infants  under  one  year.  The  information  is  particularly 
valuable,  as  the  returns  for  each  week  are  available  early  in  the 
following  week. 


BIRTHS. 


In  1929,  8,760  births  were  registered, 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 


or  in  the  ratio  of  27-4 


Of  the  total  births,  2,151  were  registered  in  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year,  2,222  in  the  second,  2,364  in  the  third,  and  2,023  in 
the  fourth. 


In  London  in  1929  the  birth-rate  was  equal  to  a rate  of  15-7 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  In  Edinburgh  the  figure 
was  17-0,  and  in  Glasgow  21-4. 


The  following  table  shows  the  rate  in  the  following  years  : — 


1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

(8,643) 

(888*0) 

(8,751) 

(8,712) 

(8,760) 

25*8 

28*1 

27*6 

27*3 

27*4 

DEATHS. 

The  deaths  in  the  City  of  Dublin  during  1929  numbered  5,103, 
or  in  the  ratio  of  16*6  per  1,000  of  the  population,  estimated  as 
319,700.  The  average  annual  rate  for  the  previous  10  years  was 
17  1 per  1,000;  the  rate  for  1929,  therefore,  was  0-5  below  the 
average. 


The  rate  for  the  City  was  16-6  per  1,000—14*6  on  the  north 
side  and  17*0  on  the  south  side  of  the  city. 

In  the  suburbs  the  death-rate  was  14*5  per  1,000. 
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The  death-rate  was  lowest  (11-6)  in  the  districts  of  Finglas  and 
Glasnevin  ; and  highest  (23-9)  in  the  district  of  South  City  No.  2. 

Of  the  5,319  deaths  in  the  City,  1 ,896  were  registered  during 
the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  1,143  in  the  second,  1,074  in  the  third 
and  1,206  in  the  fourth;  the  weekly  average  being  11.1. 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. 

Of  the  5,319  deaths,  2,554  occurred  in  PubJic  Institutions,  viz.  : 
Hospitals,  Prisons  and  Lunatic  Asylums  ; 715  took  place  in  the 
Dublin  Union  Workhouse. 

Deaths  from  the  Principal  Epidemic  Diseases.* 

The  number  of  deaths  from  the  principal  infective  diseases  was 
311,  or  at  the  rate  of  1*0  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  annual 
average  rate  for  the  previous  decade  was  1*5  per  1,000. 

Death-rate  in  the  City  in  the  Four  Quarters  of  1929. 


Pate 

Some 

Principal 

from  all 

Infective 

causes. 

Diseases. 

First  quarter 

...  23-7 

0*8 

Second  quarter 

14*3 

0*7 

Third  quarter  . . . 

13-4 

1*4 

Fourth  quarter 

...  1 o ■ 1 

Ul 

Total 

16-6 

10 

* Enteric  fever,  typhus  fever,  small  pox,  measles,  scarlatina,  whooping 
cough,  diphtheria,  dysentery,  and  diarrhoea!  diseases. 
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Monthly  Death-Rate  from  all  Causes  and  from  Certain 

Infective  Diseases  in  1929. 


Month. 

All 

Causes. 

Infective 

Diseases. 

January 

19-7 

0-6 

February 

28-1 

M 

March 

25*7 

DO 

April 

14-9 

0-5 

May 

15*2 

0-8 

June 

14-3 

0-9 

July 

13*3 

M 

August 

15-0 

1-7 

September  ... 

ID! 

M 

October 

13-3 

1-5 

November  ... 

18-0 

0-3 

December 

14-5 

0-7 

HOSPITAL  RETURNS. 
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Exclusive  of  9 patients  in  Beneavin,  the  Convalescent  Home  of  Cork  Street  Fever  Hospital. 
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Table  Showing  Number  of  Deaths  from  Various  Diseases, 
and  the  Ratio  of  the  Deaths,  per  1,000  of  the  Popu- 
lation, in  the  City  of  Dublin,  in  the  Year  1929. 


Names  of  Diseases. 

Number 

of 

Deaths. 

Rate  of  Mor- 
tality per  1,000 
Persons  Living. 

Principal  Infective  Diseases  : 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

•003 

Typhus  Fever 

1 

•003 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

Measles 

3 

•009 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

•02 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

83 

•25 

Diphtheria 

56 

•11 

Diarrhceal  Diseases 

159 

•40 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

Total 

311 

•97 

Tuberculosis  Disease  : — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

443 

1-38 

Other  Forms 

113 

•35 

Total 

554 

1-73 

Deaths  from  Other  Causes  : — 

Influenza 

158 

•49 

Cancer 

353 

M0 

Total 

511 

1-59 

Diseases  of  Respiratory 
System  : — 

Pneumonia 

520 

1-62 

Others 

706 

• 2-20 

Total 

1,226 

3-82 

Total 

2,602 

8-13 

Total  Deaths  from  all  Causes 

5,319 

16-6 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Return  of  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified 
under  the  ‘ Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889, 
and  the  “ Tuberculosis  Prevention  (Ireland)  Act,  1908.” 
(Registrar- General’s  Return) . 


Enteric  Fever 

Typhus  . . . •••  •••  •• 

Pyrexia 

Smallpox 

Measles  (b) 

Scarlet  Fever... 

Whooping  Cough  (b)  ... 

Diphtheria  (including  Membranous  Croup) 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal  Fever 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases  (b) 

Dysentery  (b) 

Malaria  ...  ...  ...  ., 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 


Acute  Primar  v Pneumonia 
Influenzal  Pneumonia 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Tuberculosis  ... 


and  Acute 


15  (a) 

1 

7 


430 

500 

55 

11 


1 

6 

250 


3 


818 


Total 


...  2,103 


(a)  Including  one  case  of  para- typhoid. 

(b)  Not  notifiable. 
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DEATHS  FROM  INFECTIVE  DISEASES. 


Measles. 

There  were  3 deaths  registered,  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of 
•003  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  number  registered  during  last  year  was  171  and  the  average 
number  registered  annually  during  the  10  years  preceding  was  80. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

The  deaths  numbered  8,  equal  to  a mortality  rate  of  • 02  per 
1,000  of  the  population.  During  the  previous  year  10  deaths 
were  recorded,  and  the  mean  number  registered  in  the  10  years, 
1919-1928,  was  10. 

Whooping  Cough. 

83  deaths  were  registered,  corresponding  to  an  annual  rate  of 
•25  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 

In  the  preceding  year  18  deaths  were  registered,  and  the 
average  number  recorded  in  the  years  1919-1928  was  79. 


Small-Pox. 

No  case  of  small-pox  occurred  in  the  City  during  the  year.  This 
is  a fortunate  circumstance  considering  that  the  disease  was  pre- 
valent in  England  during  the  year.  Under  these  circumstances 
there  is  always  danger  of  the  introduction  of  the  malady  into  this 
* city,  and  it  cannot  be  too  strongly  urged  on  all  classes  of  citizens 
that  the  only  preventive  against  this  disease  is  vaccination  and 
re- vaccination. 

Contacts  of  cases  occurring  on  board  ship  arriving  here  are  kept 
under  observation  during  the  incubation  period. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 


There  were  no  notifications  received. 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases. 

159  deaths  occurred  of  children  under  two  years. 

The  number  registered  during  1928  was  194,  and  the  average 
during  the  last  10  years  was  243. 

Dysentery. 


There  were  no  deaths  registered  during  last  year.  The  average 
number  recorded  annually  during  the  previous  10  years  was  3. 
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Diphtheria. 

The  deaths  ascribed  to  this  disease  numbered  56  equal  to  a death- 
rate  of  'll  per  1,000  of  the  total  population. 

During  last  year  44  deaths  were  registered,  and  the  average 
number  recorded  in  the  preceding  decade  was  39. 

Enteric  (Typhoid)  Fever. 

One  death  caused  by  Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  was  registered, 
equivalent  to  an  annual  mortality  rate  of  003  per  1,000  persons. 

In  1928  3 deaths  were  registered,  and  the  mean  number 
annually  recorded  in  the  period  1919-1928  was  7. 

Typhus  Fever. 

There  was  one  death  due  to  Typhus  Fever  dining  the  year, 
equal  to  a rate  of  -003  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 

In  the  10  years  ended  in  1928  the  deaths  ascribed  to  this  disease 
numbered  14. 

Public  Health  (Ireland)  Pneumonia,  Malaria,  Dysentery,  etc., 

Regulations,  1919. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  under  the  above  Regulations  was 
259. 

Death-rates  from  all  Causes,  and  from  the  Principal  Infective 

Diseases,*  1919-1928. 


All 

Infective 

Year. 

Causes. 

Diseases. 

1919  ... 

220 

1-3 

1920  ... 

19-1 

2*  1 

1921  ... 

16-8 

1-6 

1922  ... 

15  0 

1-2 

1923  ... 

17*6 

1-3 

1924  ... 

16-2 

1-2 

1925  ... 

15-8 

1 • 6 

1926  ... 

15-8 

1*5 

1927  ... 

171 

1-5 

1928  ... 

15-5 

1*3 

Average  1 919-1928 

170 

1-4 

1929  

16-6 

10 

14 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Table  showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuber- 
culous Disease  and  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  registered 
during  each  of  the  11  years  1919-1928,  with  the  respective 
rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  represented  thereby  ; also 
the  averages  for  these  years— Registrar  General’s  Return. 


Year. 

Deaths  from  all  Forms  of 
Tuberculous  Disease. 

.1 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 

N umber 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

Number 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

1919 

999 

3-21 

738 

2-37 

1920 

820 

2-57 

615 

1-93 

1921 

749 

2-31 

583 

1 • 76 

1922 

738 

2-25 

rn  i 

o74 

1-75 

1923 

666 

2 01 

507 

1 • 53 

1924 

640 

1-92 

518 

1*55 

1925 

664 

1-98 

515 

1 • 53 

1926 

574 

1-81 

424 

1 • 33 

1927 

656 

206 

533 

1*67 

1928 

563 

R 76 

451 

1-46 

Average 

1919-1928 

706 

218 

545 

1-68 

1929 

680 

212 

443 

1-38 

County  Borough  of  Dublin. 

Return  of  Tuberculosis  Cases  notified,  and  deaths  registered 
during  the  10  years  1919-1928. 


Population 

(estimated  to 

Notifica- 

JN umber  of  Deaths. 

Year 

middle  of 

tons 

year) 

Pulmonary 

Other  Forms 

1919 

310,500 

734 

738 

261 

1920 

318,200 

583 

615 

205 

1921 

324,000 

527 

583 

166 

1922 

327,000 

511 

574 

164 

1923 

330,000 

505 

507 

159 

1924 

333,000 

701 

518 

122 

1925 

335,400 

690 

515 

149 

1926 

316,471 

784 

424 

150 

1927 

317,500 

588 

557 

135 

1928 

318,700 

855 

451 

112 

1929 

319,700 

818 

485 

121 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  DUBLIN. 


Report  by  Dr.  P.  J.  Murray,  Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer,  on  Adminis- 
tration of  Sanatorium  Benefit  for  Year  1929. 

Table  A.  1929  attached  shows  the  total  number  of  attendances 
of  old  cases  at  the  Dispensary  and  under  observation  at  the  beginn- 
ing of  each  month  ; and  Table  B.  the  number  of  new  cases  examined 
at  the  Dispensary  each  month  during  the  year  1929. 

Of  the  1,301  new  cases  examined  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary 
during  the  year,  735  were  found  to  be  Tuberculous.  Of  these 
586  suffered  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  149  from  Surgical 
Tuberculosis. 

Table  C.  1929  shows  the  number  under  treatment  in  the  various 
Institutions  during  the  year. 

Table  D.  1929  shows  the  number  of  visits  paid  by  nurses  during 
the  year. 

With  reference  to  information  requested  by  the  Insurance  Com- 
mission, under  heads  (d),  (e)  and  (f),  I have  nothing  further  to 
add  to  the  reports  made  by  me  in  previous  years. 

Number  of  Dwellings  notified  for  Disinfection  ...  1,234 

Number  of  Dwellings  notified  as  Insanitary  ...  125 


(Signed)  P.  J.  MURRAY, 

Chief  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer. 


Table  A.  1929. 


Table  B.  1929. 

Number  of  New  Cases 
examined  each  month. 


N umber  of  Attendances 
each  month. 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


2,125 

1,930 

1,782 

2,057 

2,106 

1,982 

2,062 

2,071 

2,062 

2,188 

1,998 

1,849 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 


June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


113 

96 

122 

140 

128 

106 

138 

106 

108 

82 

103 

59 


24,212 


1,301 


Of  the  1,301  New  Patients,  453  were  insured. 
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Table  C.  1929. 

Showing  the  numbers  of  patients  under  treatment  in  the  various 
Institutions  during  the  Year  1929. 


Month. 

Crooksling 

Sana- 

torium. 

Pigeon 
House  Road 
Hospital. 

Peamount 

Sana- 

torium. 

Hospitals. 

January  ..; 

182 

79 

11 

105 

February 

220 

91 

16 

99 

March 

220 

96 

27 

115 

April 

247 

105 

33 

117 

May 

262 

101 

35 

120 

June 

260 

95 

29 

122 

July 

270 

84 

17 

120 

August  . . . 

284 

86 

20 

106 

September 

280 

85 

22 

102 

October  ... 

260 

82 

25 

99 

November 

229 

70 

22 

106 

December 

163 

73 

20 

101 

2,877 

1,047 

277 

1,312 

Table  D.  1929 

Number  of  Visits  paid  by  Nurses,  1929. 


January 

...  1,468 

February 

...  1,251 

March 

...  1,011 

April 

...  1,270 

May 

...  1,444 

J une 

...  1,222 

July 

...  1,222 

August 

...  1,307 

September 

...  1,237 

October 

...  1,424 

November 

...  1,388 

December 

...  1,234 

Total  ... 

15,478 
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Table  E. 
Showing  the  Occupat 
Ex-Soldiers  ... 

Electricians  ... 

School  boys 
School  girls 
Messengers  . . . 

Dealers 


ons  of 


Factory  hands 
Builder's  Labourers  . 
Housewives  ... 
Waitresses  ... 


Clerks 


Van  drivers  ... 
Labourers 
Domestic  Servants 
Charwomen 
Railway  Workers 
Motor  Drivers 
Corporation  Labourers 
Hairdressers 
Shop  Assistants 
Ex-National  Soldiers  ... 
Shoemakers 
Laundresses  ... 

Bakers 
Porters 
Newsboys 
Carpenters  ... 

French  Polishers 

Ex-Sailors 

Painters 

No  occupation 

Tailors 

Blacksmiths 

Plumbers 

Coopers 

Fitters 

Tram  Conductors 

Postmen 

Typists 

Other  Occupations 


Patients. 


1 

O 

O 

78 

101 

15 

8 

47 

177 

H 

4 

14 

3 

143 

56 

10 

4 


48 

2 

8 

3 

18 

11 

5 


6 

18 

7 


3 

4 

6 


Total 


816 


Tuberculosis  Hospital,  Pigeon  Rouse  Road.- 

Dr.  O’Donnell  reports  that  during  the  year  1929,  234  cases 
were  admitted  to  the  Hospital,  and  that  186  cases  were  dis- 
charged. The  cases  are  all  in  an  advanced  stage  of  disease, 
many  of  them  coming  into  the  Hospital  only  a few  days  before 
death.  Fifty-six  (56)  cases  died  during  the  year. 

B 
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CEOOK SLING  SANATORIUM. 

Return  showing  the  number  of  patients  dealt  with  during  the 
Year  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1929. 


Insured 

Non-Insured. 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

In  Institution 

49 

9 

35 

26 

119 

Admitted  . . . 

351 

70 

197 

174 

792 

Discharged 

355 

67 

196 

180 

798 

Died 

6 

1 

6 

1 

14 

Remaining  in 

99 

Institution 

38 

11 

32 

18 

Results  of 

Treatment. 

Total  Per  % 

Fit  to  work 

145 

18 

119 

85 

367  45-2 

Improved  . . . 

168 

37 

40 

40 

285  35-1 

Non- improved 

16 

6 

16 

24 

62  7 6 

Refused  to 

26 

> 6 

21 

31 

84  10-4 

stay. 

14  1-7 

Died 

6 

1 

6 

1 

EEFOET  BY  RESIDENT  MEDICAL  SUPERINTENDENT, 

DR.  DAN.  HARRINGTON,  L.R.C.P,  & S.I. 

In  submitting  the  foregoing  Return  for  the  year  1929,  I must 
again  refer  to  the  large  percentage  under  the  heading  of  “ Refused 
to  Stay.”  In  former  Reports  I advocated  that  some  means  of 
detention  or  at  least  punishment  should  be  devised  whereby  these 
people  should  be  prevented  from  immediately  returning  to  their 
home  surroundings  before  they  had  learned  what  Sanatorium  life 
means  and  its  teachings  as  bearing  on  the  health  of  the  other 
members  of  the  patient’s  family.  I can  only  now  reiterate  my 
previous  remarks. 
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In  connection  with  the  laboratory  section  of  the  Institution  all 
cases  in  which  sputum  is  available  are  examined  as  to  the  presence 
of  Tubercle  Bacillus  by  the  assistant,  Dr.  J.  Duffy,  and  at  present 
during  his  absence  in  America,  by  his  substitute,  Dr.  Michael 
Kirby,  who  is  also  carrying  out  Artificial  Pneumo-Thosaci.  He 
is  also  responsible  for  seeing  that  the  Mercury- Vapour  lamp  is 
used  in  suitable  cases. 


Report  by  John  Duffy,  M.B.,  D.P.H.,  Assistant  Resident  Medical 

Officer. 

I beg  to  report  that  during  the  year  work  in  the  X-ray  depart- 
ment has  proceeded  as  hitherto.  In  addition  to  numerous  screen 
examinations,  44  films  were  exposed.  The  practice  has  been 
established  of  taking  serial  films  to  record  progress  in  those  patients 
who  are  able  or  willing  to  remain  under  treatment  for  long  periods. 
The  number  of  the  latter  unfortunately  is  not  as  great  as  could  be 
desired 

In  the  ultra-violet  light  section  treatment  has  been  confined  to 
cases  of  bone,  joint  and  glandular  tuberculosis,  and  to  all  children 
under  14,  who  are  invariably  backward  and  ill-nourished  on 
admission.  In  accordance  with  modern  teaching,  cases  of  active 
phthisis  are  not  given  this  treatment.  Results  of  treatment  are 
uniformly  good. 

In  the  laboratory  section  the  routine  examinations  of  sputum, 
blood,  and  urine  is  carried  out.  Autogenous  vaccines  were  made, 
and  bacteriological  examination  of  milk,  water,  throat  swabs  for 
diphtheria,  etc.  have  been  undertaken  as  required. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
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INFANTILE  DEATH  RATE, 


Year 

Births 

Deaths  under 
one  year. 

Deaths  per 
1,000  births. 

1914 

9,511 

1,412 

148 

1915 

8,456 

1,421 

168 

1916 

7,557 

1,237 

164 

1917 

6,959 

1,110 

160 

1918 

7,329 

1,178 

161 

1919 

7,875 

1,194 

152 

1920 

9,088 

1 ,384 

152 

1921 

8,143 

1,166 

143 

1922 

8,549 

1,027 

120 

1923 

8,445 

991 

117 

1924 

9,187 

1,097 

119 

1925 

8,643 

1,015 

117 

1926 

8,880 

1,049 

118 

1927 

8,751 

1,064 

122 

1928 

8,712 

895 

103 

1929 

8,760 

934 

107 

The  infantile  mortality  has  steadily  declined  since  1914,  in  spite 
of  fluctuations  in  the  intervening  years.  With  the  exception  of 
1928  when  the  rate  was  103,  the  lowest  yet  recorded. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACTS. 

The  Act  of  1907  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  November, 
1910. 

An  Act  to  extend  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  came 
into  effect  1st  September,  1915.  It  may  be  cited  as  the  Noti- 
fication of  Births  (Extension)  Act,  and  together  with  the  principal 
Act  may  be  cited  as  the  Notification  of  Births  Acts  1907  and  1915. 

The  Act  provides  for  the  notification  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  every  birth — whether  the  child  be  alive  or  dead — within 
36  hours  of  its  occurrence.  The  duty  of  notification  is  imposed 
upon  : — 

(а)  The  father  of  the  child,  if  actually  residing  in  the  house 

where  the  child  is  born  ; and 

(б)  Any  person  (i.e.,  medical  attendant,  midwife,  or  other  person) 

in  attendance  at  the  birth,  or  called  in  to  attend  on  the 
mother  within  six  hours  of  the  birth  taking  place. 

failure  to  notify  entails  a penalty  not  exceeding  twenty  shillings. 
The  notification  of  a birth  is  additional  to,  and  not  in  substitution 
for,  the  registration  thereof. 
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of  the  total  number  of  births  registered  were  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Urban  Dublin  County  Borough 
Districts.  Registrars’  Districts. 


Table  showing  for  the  Year  1929  (52  weeks)  ended  28th  December,  1929,  the  number  of  Deaths  of  Residents  of  the  several  Registrars’  Districts  comprising  the  Dublin  Registration 
Area,  the  annual  rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population  of  the  respective  Districts  represented  thereby,  and  by  the  Deaths  from  the  principal  Epidemic  Diseasesf  ; with  the  Mortality 
from  some  of  the  principal  causes  ; also  the  deaths  at  certain  age  periods,  and  the  number  of  Uncertified  Deaths,  the  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  being  assigned  to  the  Districts  from 
which  the  deceased  were  admitted.  (Registrar-Generals  Return). 


REGISTRAR'S  DISTRICTS,  &C. 


DUBLIN  REGISTRATION  AREA. 

North  City,  No.  1,  East 
„ 1,  West 

2 . . 
„ 3 

Cloniarf  ayd  Howth  No  1,  part  of 
Coolock  and  Drumcondra,  part  of 
Fixglas  and  Glasnevin,  part  of 
South  City  No.  l 
„ 2 

„ 3 

„ 4 

New  Kizmuxham 


CRathmines  axd  Rathgar 
J Pembroke 
1 Blackrock 
LDun  Laoghavre 


Total  County  Borough  of  Dublin 
Total  Urban  Districts 
Total  Dublin  Registration  Area 


Deaths  in  Institutions  of  persons  admitted 
from  localities  outside  the  Registration 
Area  (not  included  in  above)  ... 


YEAR  (52  Weeks)  ended  Saturday,  28th  December,  1929. 


DEATHS. 


Estimated 
Popu- 
lation 
Middle  of 
1929. 

Annual  Rate  of 
Mortality  per 
1,000  Living  re- 
presented by 
Deaths. 

AGES 

AT  DEATH 

DEATHS  FROJ 



In  Insti- 
tutions 

Number  of  Uncertified 
Deaths. 

Total  Deaths. 

Under  1 year. 

1 and  under  2. 

2 and  under  5. 

< 

i 

n 

Li 

15  and  under  25. 

25  and  under  45. 

45  and  under  65. 

. 

65  and  upwards. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Typhus. 

Small-pox. 

Measles. 

j Scarlet  Fever. 

Whooping-cough. 

Diphtheria. 

Dysentery. 

Influenza. 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Cancer. 

Dis 

eases  of  the 

espiratory 

System. 

He 

Violence. 

Other  causes. 

Inquest  cases. 

Hospitals,  Prisons,  & 
Lunatic  Asylums. 

Workhouse  Hospitals 
or  County  Homes. 

From 

All 

Causes. 

From 
Principal 
Epi- 
demic 
Dis- 
eases. t 

Pulmonary. 

Other  Forms. 

1 

2 

5 

Other. 

Diarrhoea  and 
itis  of  Childre: 
2 years. 

35,100 

15-4 

11 

541 

94 

20 

18 

i 

4 

30 

73 

155 

137 

1 

7 

2 

17 

41 

9 

37 

70 

76J 

28 

13 

240 

18 

148 

64 

2 

42,400 

16-9 

1-1 

718 

150 

41 

29 

: 

9 

32 

81 

191  • 

175 

9 

12 

30 

67 

11 

33 

70 

95 

27 

13 

351 

8 

245 

96 

12 

26,300 

16-4 

0-8 

432 

77 

34 

13 

| : 

0 

22 

50 

136 

90 

1 

8 

5 

12 

33 

9 

26 

68 

65 

8 

12 

185 

15 

143 

76 

.3 

33,000 

14-8 

0-6 

490 

87 

18 

17 

2 

24 

63 

128 

131 

1 

6 

6 

16 

39 

9 

38 

61 

56 

8 

12 

238 

18 

162 

63 

2 

6,700 

12-7 

1-2 

85 

14 

1 

4 

2 

5 

9 

22 

28 

4 

1 

4 

3 

6 

6 

7 

3 

3 

48 

3 

17 

3 
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18,700 

14-9 

0-7 

279 

43 

9 

9 

8 

20 

41 

67 

82 

. 

4 

2 

10 

21 

6 

24 

22 

27 

8 

8 

147 

6 

110 

8 

5 

11,600 

11-6 

0-4 

134 

18 

4 

1 

3 

4 

14 

30 

60 

2 

6 

7 

3 

12 

7 

18 

3 

3 

73 

5 

20 

2 

• 

41,800 

15-8 

1-3 

659 

100 

34 

24 

2 

5 

42 

77 

183 

174 

3 

21 

10 

17 

64 

21 

49 

52 

91 

21 

16 

294 

23 

186 

109 

5 

14,200 

23-9 

1-4 

340 

47 

15 

15 

: 

2 

17 

54 

101 

79 

6 

3 

11 

42 

12 

21 

31 

53 

11 

10 

140 

13 

118 

70 

3 

45,100 

16-2 

1-0 

731 

121 

27 

18 

: 

8 

41 

104 

190 

206 

1 

1 

12 

8 

16 

62 

13 

60 

65 

114 

23 

16 
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19 
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7 
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0-7 
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79 

19 

16 

: 

6 

33 

59 
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1 

2 

5 

5 

18 

47 

11 

37 

50 

63 

12 

17 
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20 
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93 
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36 
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8 

8 
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27 

26 

61 
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1 

5 

16 

6 

10 

18 

41 

7 

3 

70 

2 

46 

12 

3 
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0-3 
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54 

11 

8 

9 

20 

58 
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274 

1 

4 

1 

23 

42 

15 

68 

42 

58 

8 

19 

318 

19 

201 

33 

2 

34,000 

12-7 

0-4 

433 

50 

6 

12 

: 

4 

11 

47 

115 

178 

3 

4 

21 

18 

11 

35 

43 

35 

8 

12 

243 

17 

120 

12 

* 

10,000 

13-3 

0-5 
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8 

2 

1 

1 

5 

19 

31 

66 

1 

« 

1 

1 

2 

8 

2 

9 

12 

10 

2 

3 

82 

4 

27 

14 

* 
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25 

10 

8 

8 

15 

33 

94 
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* 

2 

3 

18 

22 

6 

26 

41 

25 

2 

5 
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12 

57 

34 

7 
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10 
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1,391 
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1 

1 

3 

8 

83 

56 
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159 
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137 

29 
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2 

51 
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405 

671 

1 

1 

10 

9 
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90 

34 
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20 

39 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SCHEME, 


The  Headquarters  of  the  Scheme  is  the  Carnegie  Child  Welfare 
Centre,  Lord  Edward  Street. 

Notifications  of  Births. 

For  the  year  1929  we  received  8,370  notifications  of  births  for 
the  City. 


Home  Visiting. 

There  is  a staff  of  17  Nurses  under  a Superintendent  and  Deputy 
Superintendent  and  it  is  their  duty  to  visit  in  the  homes  of  the  poor, 
advise  the  mother  on  her  own  health,  hygiene  in  the  home,  care 
of  the  baby  and  her  other  children.  Attend  at  the  Welfare  Centre 
for  the  district  in  which  she  visits  on  the  days  the  Clinics  are  held. 
In  addition  she  attends  the  Dental  Clinics  and  Ultra  Violet  Light 
Clinics. 

There  are  16,000  families  on  our  Books  and  these  are  visited 
regularly.  174,575  visits  were  paid  during  the  year,  and  valuable 
propaganda  work  done. 


Clinics. 

Besides  accommodating  the  administrative,  clerical  and  nursing 
staffs  the  building  affords  accommodation  for 

2 Welfare  Clinics  for  Infants  and  Children  up  to  5 years. 

4 Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinics. 

2 Dental  Clinics. 

1 Mothers’  Clinic. 

2 Special  Re-examination  Clinics. 

Welfare  Clinics. 

There  are  nine  of  these  meeting  at  different  Sub-Centres  in  the 
^ y,  all  are  situated  in  or  subtending  dense  slum  areas.  The 
Child  Welfare  Centre  has  been  built  in  such  a position  that  it  is  on 
the  border  of  one  of  the  City  s densest  slums,  and.  two  of  our  largest 
Clinics,  catering  for  the  people  of  this  area,  are  held  in  it  weekly 
with  average  attendances  of  well  over  100  at  each  Session. 

The  Medical  Officer  and  two  Nurses  attend  at  all  Clinics  held 
and  the  Aurses  weigh,  naked,  all  infants  up  to  one  year,  and  such 
as  are  losing  weight  or  require  medical  advice  are  then  sent  on  to 
the  doctor  all  weights  and  advice  given  are  recorded  on  separate 
cards  for  each  baby.  We  may  mention  that  when  we  proposed 
weighing  the  babies  without  clothes  it  was  not  too  favourably 
received  by  some  of  the  mothers,  but  by  careful  handling  and 
propaganda  by  lectures,  etc.,  the  mothers  very  quickly  appreciated 
the  sense  in  such  weighing  and  we  have  now  very  little  trouble. 
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Records  are  kept  on  a card  index  system  of  weights,  etc.,  and 
dietetic  errors  corrected.  When  necessary  supplemental  feeds  are 
advised,  but  only  when  Test  Foods  have  been  given  and  the 
necessity  proved.  We  may  say,  however,  that  it  is  not  hard  to 
get  the  Dublin  mother  to  breastfeed  her  baby,  she  is  in  most  cases 
very  anxious  to  do  so. 


Lectures. 

At  each  Welfare  Clinic  a short  talk  was  given  by  a member  of 
the  Nursing  Staff  to  the  mothers  on  Mothercraft,  the  Hygiene  of 
Pregnancy,  Home  Cooking,  etc.  The  mothers  at  these  talks  were 
encouraged  to  ask  questions  and  they  have  not  been  shy  in  doing 
so.  We  hope  for  further  developments  on  these  lines.  To  be 
effective  these  talks  must  be  short  and  simple,  and  of  course  medi- 
cally correct,  as  we  believe  a good  deal  of  preventive  work  can  be 
done  in  this  way  by  educating  the  mothers  to  recognise  early  signs 
and  warnings  of  disease,  e.g.,  the  danger  of  swollen  feet  and  head- 
ache in  pregnancy,  etc. 

Free  glasses  supplied  for  correction  of  squints. 

Tonsil  and  Adenoid  operations. 

Orthopaedic  apparatus  supplied. 

Admissions  to  Convalescent  Hornes,  etc. 

Mothers’  Clinics. 

One  Special  Clinic  is  held  weekly  at  the  Centre  and  of  course  at 
each  Sub-Centre  in  the  City  mothers  may  consult  the  Medical 
Officer.  The  mother  is  advised  and  where  necessary  is  referred 
to  the  special  Maternity  Hospital  for  her  district. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Masters  of  the  three 
City  Maternity  Hospitals  for  the  treatment  of  these  cases,  and 
facilities  have  been  given  for  private  examination,  etc.,  where 
necessary. 

We  would  wish  to  thank  the  Masters  of  these  Hospitals  for  their 
anxiety  to  help  in  this  portion  of  the  work  and  their  advice  and 
help. 

Test  meals  are  also  given  at  these  Mothers'  Clinics  where  the  breast 
milk  is  reported  deficient. 


No.  of  Clinics  held. 
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Attendances. 

289 


25 


Special  Clinics. 

As  many  cases  are  met  with  that  require  careful  and  more 
detailed  examination  and  as  many  cases  are  referred  to  us  from 
other  agencies  in  the  city  we  were  forced  to  give  one  hour  two 
mornings  weekly  for  them  here  at  the  Centre. 

No.  of  Clinics  held.  No.  of  Attendances. 

64  604 

Ultra  Violet  Light  Department. 

The  latest  Model  Hanovia  Quartz  Lamp  has  been  installed  at 
the  Child  Welfare  Centre.  We  began  with  four  Sessions  weekly 
but  soon  found  that  this  was  not  sufficient  as  the  work  is  too  arduous 
and  attendances  are  so  large.  We  will  need  at  least  two  more 
Sessions  weekly. 

No.  of  Clinics  held.  No.  of  Attendances. 

54  1,731 

We  ma}^  say  that  we  did  not  anticipate  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
Dublin  mothers  for  this  treatment,  but  our  attendances  and  results, 
especially  in  Rickets,  justify  us  in  saying  that  it  is  one  of  our  best 
departments. 

Dental  Clinics. 

Two  special  Clinics  for  mothers  and  children  are  held  weekly 
and  are  exceptionally  well  attended.  We  have  also  made  arrange- 
ments at  each  Welfare  Clinic  for  the  collection  of  money  to  help 
in  part  payment  of  dentures  for  mothers  who  are  able  to  pay  even 
a small  part  of  the  cost.  In  other  cases  we  hope  to  be  able  to  help 
them. 

No.  of  Clinics  held  for  Attendances, 

children  1 to  5 }^ears. 

66  1,518 

The  work  of  the  Clinics  is  diagnostic,  sorting  and  educational 
only,  and  save  for  some  nutrients  such  as  Virol,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and 
Malt  preparations,  etc.,  all  treatments  are  obtained  through  the 
Hospitals  and  existant  medical  services. 

Total  Clinics  held.  Attendances  : 

447  Mothers  ...  40,317 

Infants  ...  23,966 

Children  1-5  yrs.  24,677 


Medical  Consultations — 1 1,731. 


88,960 
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Arrangements  are  also  completed  for  two  Centres  in  the  City 
where  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  will  be  carried  out,  and 
preparatory  propaganda  amongst  the  mothers  indicates  that  they 
will  be  glad  to  avail  of  this  service. 

The  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  has  also  co-operated  with  us 
in  the  provision  of  meals  for  expectant  mothers.  Our  regret  is 
that  they  have  not  more  Centres  in  the  City,  as  the  meals  they  give 
are  always  nicely  served  and  under  pleasant  conditions. 

Further  they  insist  that  all  expectant  mothers  passing  through 
their  Dining  Halls  must  be  certified  by  the  Maternity  Hospital 
of  this  particular  district,  which  ensures  that  all  these  cases  are 
examined  by,  and  in  close  touch  with,  an  Antenatal  Department 
and  thus  malpresentations,  etc.,  may  be  prevented. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  Children’s  Hospitals  and  the  special 
departments  of  the  City  Hospitals  for  their  kind  co-operation  and 
the  work  they  did  for  us. 

Lastly,  a word  of  thanks  to  the  Babies’  Clubs  Committee  for 
co-operation  and  help  at  the  Welfare  Clinics,  and  the  Infant  Aid 
Society  for  help  in  the  distribution  of  milk,  etc.,  and  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  and  the  St. Vincent  de  Paul  Society,  who  all  gave  very 
valuable  help  to  us. 

T.  KERRY  REDDIN,  L.R.C.S.I.  & P.I.,  D.P.H. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BABIES’  CLUBS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1929. 

Each  of  the  nine  Babies’  Clubs  in  the  City  of  Dublin  is  carried 
on  by  a voluntary  Committee  each  of  whom  send  three  of  their 
members  to  the  Central  Babies’  Clubs  Committee,  which  meets 
on  the  first  Monday  of  each  month. 

On  account  of  the  activities  of  these  voluntary  workers  the 
Babies’  Clubs,  as  well  as  having  a Medical  side,  particulars  of  which 
are  embodied  in  the  Medical  Officers  Report  from  the  Child  Welfare 
Centre,  the  Clubs  have  a very  important  Social  side. 

Massage  Clinics  are  held  by  two  of  the  Clubs,  a qualified  Masseuse 
being  in  attendance  at  each  session.  During  the  year  1929  there 
were  99  sessions  held  and  661  cases  received  treatment. 

Little  Mothers  classes  are  held  twice  weekly  at  which  the  older 
children  of  Club  members  attend. 

The  number  of  Free  Dinners  given  during  the  year  was  22,718. 
With  the  exception  of  one  Club,  which  owing  to  the  activities  of 
its  voluntary  workers,  cooks  and  distributes  dinners  on  the  premises 
each  day,  the  Clubs  take  advantage  of  the  existing  Dinner  Kitchens. 

An  annual  examination  is  held  in  March  based  on  the  lectures 
of  the  year.  During  the  past  year  412  lectures  were  given  at  the 
Clubs,  judging  from  the  papers  given  up  by  most  of  the  mothers 
great  interest  was  taken  in  these  lectures  which  are  simple,  practical 
and  interesting  to  the  mothers. 

At  all  Clubs,  Physical  Drill  and  Folk  Dancing  Classes  are  held 
each  week  by  a highly  qualified  instructress.  The  successful  result 
of  this  instruction  is  to  be  seen  at  the  Folk  Dancing  Festival  held 
each  year  in  Lord  Iveagh’s  Grounds. 

There  are  Sewing  Classes  at  the  Clubs  and  a teacher  assisted  by 
voluntary  workers  is  always  available  to  instruct  mothers  how  to 
cut  out  and  make  clothes  in  the  easiest  and  most  economical  manner. 
During  the  year  1,665  free  garments  were  distributed. 

A Children’s  Sewing  Class  is  run  by  some  of  the  Clubs  with  great 
success. 

Demonstrations  by  Technical  Instructors  on  Cooking  are  held 
at  the  Clubs. 

Coal  and  Thrift  Clubs  are  run  and  have  been  found  very  useful 
and  popular  as  they  enable  the  mothers  to  save  small  sums  each 
week.  A Dental  Thrift  Club  has  been  started  which  enables  the 
mothers  to  save  the  necessary  sum  for  new  dentures. 
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INFANT  AID  SOCIETY. 

Report  for  1929. 

The  Committee  present  the  eighteenth  Annual  Report  as  a 
testimony  of  the  utility  of  the  Infant  Aid  Society,  whose  chief 
object  is  to  diminish,  and  as  far  as  possible  to  prevent,  infant 
mortality  among  the  poorer  classes  in  the  City  of  Dublin. 

Amongst  the  more  common  causes  of  infant  mortality  are  over- 
crowding, bad  housing,  inanition  of  mother  and  child,  incapacity 
and  lack  of  instruction  on  the  part  of  the  women  responsible  for 
the  care  of  the  children.  To  combat  these  evils  the  Society  sends 
its  band  of  Voluntary  Workers  to  bring  encouragement,  instruction 
and  assistance  to  the  homes. 

Owing  to  the  almost  chronic  unemployment,  poverty  is  abso- 
lutely widespread : the  majority  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
do  not  get  sufficient  nourishment — in  some  cases  indeed  barely 
enough  to  support  life.  Under  such  conditions  it  is  not  surprising 
that  epidemics  of  measles,  whooping  cough,  or  influenza  of  even 
the  mildest  type,  exact  such  a heavy  toll  of  infant  life.  Little 
infants,  frail  and  infirm,  poorly  nurtured  and  badly  housed— what 
chance  is  theirs  in  the  struggle  for  existence  ? Fresh  air  and  sun- 
shine are  denied  them  in  tenement  rooms,  where  the  suggestion 
of  the  open  window  often  evokes  dismay.  One  can  scarcely  blame 
the  poor  mothers  who,  through  the  constant  lack  of  fresh  air, 
nourishment  and  warm  clothing,  feel  the  cold  intensely.  Con- 
ditions are  happily  improving,  but  the  progress  is  necessarily  slow 
and  in  our  city  misery,  want  and  wretchedness  incredibly  prevail. 

Voluntary  Visitors. 

The  appalling  poverty  and  that  general  lowering  of  the  public 
health  which  results  from  unemployment,  called  for  increased 
efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Voluntary  Workers.  They  visit  the  mothers 
in  their  homes  twice  monthly,  distribute  milk  cards  (on  which  one 
pint  of  milk  is  supplied  daily  for  one  month),  dinner  tickets  and 
clothes  when  necessary.  The  Captain  of  the  district  receives  a 
monthly  report  from  each  visitor,  stating  the  condition  of  the  family 
and  the  amount  of  relief  given,  with  special  reference  to  the  health 
of  the  mother  and  child.  During  the  year,  29,023  visits  were  paid 
by  the  Voluntary  Workers,  and  to  their  zeal  and  energy  the  success 
of  the  Society  is  largely  due.  The  awakening  of  the  public  to  the 
necessity  for  looking  after  the  health  of  the  expectant  mother  and 
the  increased  solicitude  for  the  care  of  children  of  the  pre-school  age, 
encourages  the  Committee  to  hope  that  many  more  workers  will 
come  forward  and  willingly  give  their  services  to  a movement 
which  yields  results  so  promptly  in  the  saving  of  child  life.  The 
carrying  out  of  this  essential  work  is  made  possible  by  the  kind 
and  willing  co-operation  of  the  Nurses  of  the  City  of  Dublin  Child 
Welfare  Committee,  who  recommend  the  cases  to  the  Society  in 
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the  first  instance.  To  Miss  Comyn,  Nurse  Superintendent,  and 
the  Nurses  the  Society  is  especially  indebted  for  their  unfailing 
kindness  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  They  are  always  helpful 
to  the  Captains  and  Visitors,  and  to  the  poor  their  practical  advice 
is  mingled  with  sympathy  and  an  understanding  of  their  difficulties. 

Housing. 

Medical  authorities  are  agreed,  and  experience  proves  that  the 
housing  conditions  have  a most  important  bearing  on  standards  of 
public  health,  and  that  density  of  population  brings  a high  rate  of 
mortality  in  its  train.  Close  aggregation  means  bad  conditions  of 
home  life,  with  consequent  contamination  of  water,  food  and  air. 
The  Commissioners  of  the  Borough  of  Dublin  have  achieved  a great 
deal  in  improving  the  housing  conditions  in  the  city,  but  much 
still  remains  to  be  done,  for  the  majority  of  slum  dwellers  cannot 
avail  themselves  of  the  fresh  accommodation,  and  this  fact  makes 
it  prohibitive  for  the  very  people  who  are  most  urgently  in  need 
of  improved  dwellings. 


Milk  Distribution. 

One  of  the  most  important  activities  of  the  Society  is  the  daily 
distribution  of  milk.  Realising  the  vital  necessity  of  a supply  of 
new  and  clean  milk  to  the  health  of  the  community  and  more 
especially  to  the  well-being  of  the  infants,  the  Society  has  spared 
no  expense  or  trouble  in  having  supplied  at  its  depots  the  best 
milk  obtainable,  free  from  contamination.  To  ensure  this,  it  is 
cooled  immediately  after  milking,  and  filled  directly  into  sterilised 
bottles,  fitted  with  special  air-tight  discs.  These  are  distributed 
from  the  depots,  and  make  it  possible  to  keep  the  milk  in  a clean 
receptacle  in  the  limited  space  of  a tenement  room.  It  is  gratifying 
to  note  that  the  mothers  appreciate  the  advantage  of  the  supply 
of  bottled  milk,  and  in  many  cases  pay  for  it  when  in  a position 
to  do  so. 

During  the  year  446,360  pint  bottles  of  milk  were  given  out. 
Of  this  number  426,086  were  given  free,  and  20,274  were  sold  at  a 
reduced  rate.  This  is  an  increase  of  112,668  over  last  year. 

The  improvement  in  the  amount  distributed  has  been  made 
possible  by  the  generosity  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Borough  of 
Dublin,  who  have  considerably  augmented  the  grant  made  through 
the  City  of  Dublin  Child  Welfare  Committee.  It  is  a high  tribute 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  work  is  done  that  the  authorities  have 
gi\  en  charge  of  the  entire  distribution  of  the  milk  under  the  Child 
Welfare  Scheme  to  the  Society. 

I he  milk  depots,  thirteen  in  number,  are  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Society  by  the  following  : — The  Commissioners  of  the 
Borough  of  Dublin  ; the  Committees  of  Assisi  House,  Lourdes 
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House  and  Myra  House  ; Mrs.  Meade,  Sandwith  Street  ; the 
Sisters  of  Charity,  Gardiner  Street  and  Henrietta  Street  ; the  St. 
Laurence  O’Toole’s,  St.  Patrick’s  Babies’  Clubs  and  the  Association 
for  the  Housing  of  the  Very  Poor.  To  all  of  these  the  Society  is 
under  deep  obligation.  A word  of  praise  is  due  to  the  Depot 
Attendants  who,  morning  after  morning,  attend  to  the  needs  of 
those  coming  for  supplies. 

For  their  unfailing  interest  and  assistance  in  the  provision  of 
milk  and  its  distribution,  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  Professor  Drew 
of  the  Albert  Agricultural  College,  to  Mr.  Hatch,  of  the  Dublin 
Cowkeepers’  Association,  and  to  Mr.  O’Riordan  and  Mr.  Watson 
who  have  recently  established  tuberculin-tested  herds. 

General  Relief. 

In  those  instances  where  milk  is  found  unsuitable  for  delicate 
infants,  Glaxo  and  Trufood  are  prescribed  by  the  doctors,  and 
provided  by  the  Society.  During  the  year  1,162  lbs.  were  dis- 
tributed free,  and  153  lbs.  sold  at  cost  price.  650  bags  of  coal 
helped  to  warm  many  a dreary  room  and  13,990  dinner  tickets 
available  at  different  centres  wTere  a measure  of  much  assistance 
particularly  during  the  winter  months. 

The  Society  is  greatly  indebted  to  the  Saint  Vincent  de  Paul 
and  the  Roomkeepers’  Societies,  which  have  assisted  many  of  the 
destitute  cases  recommended  to  their  care. 


MIDWIVES  (IRELAND)  ACT,  1918. 

(This  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  1919). 

During  the  year  1929,  167  midwives  gave  the  required  notice 
of  their  intention  to  practise  within  the  area,  of  the  Local  Super- 
vising Authority. 

In  conformity  with  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board 
the  midwives  were  visited  at  intervals  throughout  the  year  both 
at  their  own  homes  and  also  at  nursing  homes.  Special  attention 
was  given  to  personal  cleanliness  of  the  Midwives  and  the  condition 
of  their  homes  and  the  necessary  appliances.  The  registers  con- 
taining the  entries  of  births  attended  by  them  were  examined  and 
were  with  very  few  exceptions  found  to  be  correctly  kept. 

No  midwife  was  reported  for  any  breach  of  the  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations in  the  period. 

No  unregistered  woman  was  found  practising  without  Medical 


assistance. 

Summary. 

No.  of  Midwives  who  notified  intention  to  practise  ...  165 

No.  of  visits  to  Mid  wives  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,087 

No.  of  visits  to  Nursing  Homes  ...  ...  ...  261 

No.  of  notifications  re  sending  for  Medical  assistance  ...  3 

No.  of  notifications  re  Stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  6 
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The  following  is  a copy  of  a Circular  issued  during  the  year,  viz.  : — 

Direction  for  Midwives. 

The  Commissioners  for  the  County  Borough  of  Dublin  desire 
to  draw  attention  to  the  provisions  of  Section  22  of  the  Midwives 
(Ireland)  Act,  1918,  under  which,  in  case  of  emergency,  as  defined 
by  the  Rules  of  the  Midwives  Board  under  this  Act,  a Midwife  may 
call  in  to  her  assistance  a registered  medical  practitioner  ; and, 
in  this  connection,  they  wish  to  point  out  that  a qualified  prac- 
titioner is  available,  day  and  night,  at  each  of  the  City  Maternity 
Hospitals  and  should  be  requisitioned  in  such  cases  of  emergency 
if  it  be  practicable  to  do  so. 

It  is  possible  that  an  emergency  might  arise  in  which  it  might 
not  be  feasible  to  follow  this  course  and  in  wdiich  a private  prac- 
titioner might  be  more  readily  available.  In  such  cases  the  private 
practitioner  may  be  called  in,  but  in  all  cases  the  Midwife  must 
subsequently  be  prepared  to  satisfy  the  Local  Authority  that  the 
conditions  of  Section  22  of  the  Midwives  (Ireland)  Act,  1918, 
strictly  applied. 

The  Midwife  must  furnish  here  the  particulars  prescribed  in 
Section  22  of  the  Midwives  (Ireland)  Act,  1918. 

To  prevent  any  misunderstanding,  I wish  to  make  it  clear  that 
the  above  directions  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  in  any  way  inter- 
fering with  patients  who  have  engaged  or  who  may  wish  to  engage 
a Doctor  of  their  own  choice  at  their  own  expense. 

M.  J.  RUSSELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 

THE  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE  FOR  THE  CITY  OF  DUBLIN 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1929. 

Review  of  General  Working  of  the  Scheme  : — As  a detailed  des- 
cription of  the  procedure  adopted  to  obtain  a general  survey  of 
the  health  of  the  Dublin  school  children  and  of  the  hygienic  con- 
ditions prevalent  in  the  City  Schools  was  given  in  my  first  report, 
repetition  is  considered  unnecessary. 

The  survey  has  been  continued  and  the  inspection  of  the  total 
number  of  school  premises  was  completed,  but  the  original  intention 
of  examining  one-third  of  the  children  in  attendance  each  year 
was  not  possible  owing  to  the  fact  that  from  the  1st  April  to  the 
Ihtn  September  there  was  only  one  School  Medical  Officer  for  the  City. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  RETURNS. 

Table  A. 

Number  of  Children  Inspected  in  the  Schools  and  at  the  Clinic 
in  Lord  Edward  Street,  Dublin  : — 

Entrants  . . . 

Intermediates 
Leavers 
Specials 


2,794 

3,363 

2,823 

2,087 
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Table  B. 


Defects 

requiring 

treat- 

ment. 

Defects* 

requiring 

obser- 

vation. 

Total 

Skin  : 

Ringworm,  Head 

40 

2 

42 

Ringworm,  Body 

19 

— ^ 

19 

Scabies 

25 

— 

25 

Impetigo 

171 

25 

196 

Other  diseases  ... 

90 

38 

128 

Eye  : 

Defective  Vision  (ex.  sq.) 

1,066 

224 

1,290 

Squint 

364 

123 

487 

External  Eye  disease 

378 

85 

463 

Ear  : 

Defective  Hearing 

79 

38 

117 

Otorrhoea 

125 

14 

139 

Nose  and  Throat  : 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

1,561 

732 

2,293 

Other  Conditions 

20 

9 

29 

Defective  Speech 

50 

88 

138 

Heart  and  Circulation  : 

Heart  Disease,  Organic  ... 

14 

45 

59 

Heart  Disease,  Functional 

25 

116 

141 

Anaemia 

169 

365 

534 

Lungs : 

Bronchitis 

82 

140 

222 

Other  Non-Tb.  Disease  ... 

9 

8 

10 

Tuberculosis  : 

Pulmonary  Definite 

50 

— 

50 

Pulmonary  Suspected 

— 

161 

161 

Non -Pulmonary  (Glands, 

16 

38 

Bones,  etc.)  ... 

22 

Nervous  System  : 

6 

Epilepsy 

4 

8 

0 

Chorea 

34 

8 

Other  Conditions 

11 

45 

Deformities  : 

Rickets  (Bow  Legs,  Pigeon 
Chest,  etc.)  ... 

37 

5 

122 

10 

159 

Infantile  Paralysis 

15 

Other  Forms 

14 

57 

71 

Other  Diseases  and  Defects 

457 

361 

818 

Teeth — Caries 

5,754 

1,242 

6,996 

Total 

10,642 

4,057 

14,699 

* Defects  marked  “ requiring  observation  ” were  in  many  cases 
under  treatment  when  the  school  was  inspected,  in  other  cases 
immediate  treatment  was  not  considered  necessary. 


33 


Table  C. 

Defects  requiring  Treatment  arranged  according  to  Age  Groups. 


E. 

I. 

L. 

S. 

Skin  : 

Ringworm,  Head 

12 

7 

3 

18 

Ringworm,  Body 

3 

2 

1 

13 

Scabies  ... 

5 

4 

*> 

o 

13 

Impetigo 

50 

03 

18 

34 

Other  diseases 

23 

20 

12 

29 

Eye  : 

Defective  Vision  (ex.  sq.) 

15 

341 

400 

310 

Squint 

105 

80 

00 

119 

External  Eye  Disease 

93 

109 

92 

84 

Ear  : 

Defective  Hearing 

2 

30 

20 

21 

Otorrhoea 

27 

33 

25 

40 

Nose  and  Throat  : 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ... 

341 

519 

304 

337 

Other  Conditions 

1 

5 

10 

4 

Defective  Speech 

5 

14 

19 

12 

Heart  and  Circulation  : 

Heart  Disease,  Organic  r 

1 

4 

5 

4 

Heart  Disease,  Functional 

— 

11 

8 

0 

Anaemia 

30 

55 

44 

40 

Lungs : 

Bronchitis 

28 

21 

19 

14 

Other  Non-Tb.  Diseases 

— 

— 

l 

1 

Tuberculosis  : , 

Pulmonary  Definite 

1 

20 

11 

18 

Pulmonary  Suspected  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Non- Pulmonary  (Glands,  Bones, 

etc.) 

1 

5 

10 

G 

Nervous  System  : 

Epilepsy 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Chorea 

— 

— 

3 

5 

Other  Conditions 

1 

0 

— 

4 

Deformities  : 

Rickets  (Bow  Legs,  Pigeon  Chest, 

otic  • j •••  •••  ••• 

10 

3 

13 

11 

Infantile  Paralysis 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Other  Forms 

5 

4 

— 

5 

Other  Diseases  and  Defects  ... 

83 

122 

120 

132 

Teeth — Caries  ...  ...  ... 

1,227 

1,757 

1,203 

1,507 

Total 

2,076 

3,242 

2,530 

12,788 

i 

i 

c 
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Table  D. 


Defects  requiring  Observation,  arranged  according  to  Age  Group. 


E. 

I. 

L. 

S. 

Skin  : 

Ringworm,  Head 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Ringworm,  Body 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scabies 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Impetigo 

2 

5 

2 

16 

Other  Diseases 

13 

14 

5 

6 

Eye 

Defective  Vision  (ex.  sq.) 

3 

110 

66 

45 

Squint 

52 

30 

14 

27 

External  Eye  Disease 

21 

19 

13 

32 

Ear  : 

Defective  Hearing 

1 

11 

9 

» 

17 

Otorrhoea 

— 

3 

2 

9 

Nose  and  Throat  : 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ... 

217 

184 

160 

171 

Other  Conditions 

1 

1 

3 

4 

Defective  Speech 

18 

27 

28 

15 

Heart  and  Circulation  : 

Heart  Disease,  Organic 

3 

18 

16 

8 

Heart  Disease,  Functional 

11 

55 

35 

15 

Anaemia 

108 

109 

76 

72 

Lungs : 

Bronchitis 

46 

38 

35 

21 

Other  Non-Tb.  Disease 

1 

— 

7 

— 

Tuberculosis  : 

Pulmonary  Definite 

— 

53 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  Suspected  ... 

10 

53 

45 

Non-Pulmonary  (Glands,  Bones, 
etc.)  • • • • • • • • • 

— 

4 

r? 

i 

5 

Nervous  System  : 

1 

1 

Epilepsy  • • ♦ • • • • • • 

— 

— 

Chorea 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Conditions 

10 

8 

10 

6 

Dformities  : 

Rickets  (Bow  Legs,  Pigeon  Chest, 
etc.)  ...  •••  ••• 

44 

31 

34 

13 

Infantile  Paralysis 

— 

— 

4 

6 

Other  Forms 

10 

21 

8 

18 

Other  Diseases  and  Defects  ... 

72 

105 

119 

65 

Teeth — Caries  ... 

445 

462 

251 

84 

Total 

1,088 

1,310 

957 

702 

Methods  adopted  for  Securing  Treatment  of  Defects  : 

During  the  year  under  review  definite  arrangements  were  made 
with  the  City  Hospitals  by  the  Commissioners  for  the  treatment  of 
defects  of  the  Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  (in  March)  and  Teeth 
and  Skin  (in  November).  The  arrangements  were  retrospective. 
Special  perforated  treatment  cards  are  given  by  the  Doctors  to 
the  children  requiring  treatment  for  presentation  at  the  Hospitals. 
Full  particulars  as  to  the  name,  address,  school  and  hospital  depart- 
ment to  which  referred  are  entered  on  the  cards  by  the  examining 
Doctor.  There  is  a printed  request  that  this  card  be  returned 
to  the  School  Medical  Officer,  Carnegie  Centre,  when  treatment  is 
completed  and  the  block  retained  by  the  Hospital  for  reference. 
This  is  the  only  record  of  treatment  and  until  the  cards  are  returned 
it  is  assumed  that  the  child  has  failed  to  attend.  A good  deal  of 
difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  getting  these  cards  returned  and 
this  entails  loss  of  time  on  the  part  of  the  nurses  who  in  many  cases 
follow  up  children  to  find  that  they  have  already  been  treated. 
In  some  instances  the  Hospital  doctors  when  treating  the  children 
have  made  short  notes  on  the  cards  which  have  proved  extremely 
useful,  as  for  instance  one  child  found  (on  testing  with  the  Snellen 
type  in  school)  to  have  defective  vision  was  reported  by  the  specialist 
as  a case  of  k‘  Early  degenerative  changes  at  the  Maculae.  The 
child  ought  to  be  taught  to  use  her  hands.  Ordinary  plan  of 
education  unsuitable  for  her/'  This  information  was  conveyed  to 
the  parents  and  teacher  who  promised  to  comply  with  the  suggestions. 
Information  regarding  eye  and  other  defects  given  by  the  specialists 
treating  the  cases  in  hospital  would  be  at  all  times  useful  and  in 
some  cases  absolutely  essential  as  in  quoted  case. 

Table  E. 

Return  of  Defects  Treated. 

(i.e.,  Defects  for  which  the  Commissioners  have  arranged  treatment 

under  the  Scheme). 


Tonsils  and/or  Adenoids 

• • • • • 

1,108 

Other  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat 

17 

Ear  Defects,  including  3 Radical  Mastoids 

45 

Defective  Vision 

• • • • 

986 

External  Eye  Defects 

• • • • 

350 

Ringworm  of  Scalp  ... 

• • • • 

31 

Scabies 

• • • • 

20 

Other  Skins 

• • • • 

88 

Teeth 

• • • • 

1,844  (Hospital) 

1,874  (Clinic)  approx. 

36 


10  Surgical  appliances  supplied. 

42  Debilitated  children  were  sent  to  Cheeverstown  Convalescent 
Home. 


854  Children  have  been  supplied  with  glasses  free  of  charge. 
In  each  case  enquiries  were  first  made  as  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  parents.  Lists  of  the  children  are  sent  monthly  to  the  teacher 
with  a request  that  they  would  see  that  the  glasses  are  worn 
regularly.  In  many  cases  children  neglecting  to  do  so  were  referred 
to  the  Centre  in  the  afternoons  by  the  teachers. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment  of  defects  it  is  gratifying  to  note 
that  a far  larger  proportion  of  those  referred  for  treatment  have 
attended  for  same  than  has  been  the  case  in  the  early  days  of  School 
Schemes  elsewhere. 


Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Schools  : 

The  inspection  of  the  total  number  of  school  premises  (168)  was 
completed  during  the  year  under  review  and  detailed  reports  on 
each  were  compiled  and  forwarded  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
It  has  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  is  a very  old  City  and  that 
there  are  many  premises  being  used  for  school  purposes  which  were 
never  originally  intended  as  such.  Many  of  these  which  were 
found  on  inspection  as  not  complying  with  the  regulations  regard- 
ing sanitation,  lighting,  heating  and  ventilation  were  built  before 
these  regulations  were  made.  The  Managers  in  many  cases  have 
done  all  that  is  within  their  means  to  improve  conditions. 


It  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  older  schools  will  soon  be  replaced 
by  modern  hygienic  ones  built  on  open  air  lines.  A re-inspection 
of  these  premises  will  be  begun  next  year.  It  was  very  gratifying 
to  note  in  those  few  which  it  was  possible  to  revisit  during  this  year 
that  suggested  improvements  had  been  already  carried  out,  as 
for  example  : — 

Playgrounds  extended  in  two  schools. 

Four  lavatories  and  four  additional  class-rooms  erected  in 
one  school. 

15  wash  basins  and  jugs  with  soap  and  towels  supplied  in 
one  school. 


Re-painting  in  a light-diffusing  colour  in  two  schools. 

A new  system  of  heating  installed  in  one  school. 

Much  can  be  done  to  improve  the  conditions  of  the  schools  (and 
the  children’s  health)  without  necessarily  entailing  any  great 
expense.  Until  more  schools  are  built  overcrowding  cannot  be 
avoided,  but  where  lighting  is  defective  good  artificial  light  (i.e., 
diffused  electric)  should  be  installed  and  used  whenever  necessary. 
Children  are  often  seen  poring  over  their  books  on  dark  days  in 
class  rooms  in  which  there  is  electric  light,  but  which  for  reasons 
of  false  economy  is  not  utilised.  More  attention  might  also  be  paid 
to  the  proper  placing  of  the  pupils  with  regard  to  the  lighting, 
and  to  the  avoidance  of  glare  from  blackboards  (which  should  be 
covered  when  not  in  use)  and  the  painting  of  walls  in  colours  which 
reflect  and  do  not  absorb  the  light  ; also  to  the  more  frequent 
cleaning  of  windows.  Proper  use  of  the  means  of  ventilation  which 
exist  should  be  made.  Rooms  should  be  thoroughly  flushed  with 
air  even  in  the  coldest  weather  when  unoccupied  during  the  ten 
minutes  recess  which  is  given  hourly  in  most  schools.  These  are 
matters  which  cost  nothing,  but  more  attention  to  them  would 
result  in  a lowering  of  the  percentage  of  defects  found. 

A larger  grant  should  be  allowed  for  the  cleaning  and  heating 
of  some  of  the  bigger  schools.  Some  of  the  premises  were  reported 
“ dirty  ” when  inspected.  All  efforts  made  to  instil  hygiene  into 
the  rising  generation  in  the  slum  areas  is  useless  if  their  schools 
are  not  in  many  respects  much  better  than  their  tenement  homes. 

To  maintain  a large  overcrowded  school  in  a clean  condition 
undoubtedly  costs  money  and  the  grant  for  the  purpose  seems 
inadequate  in  many  cases.  This  applies  also  to  the  heating  of  some 
of  the  schools.  It  is  seldom  possible  to  get  the  thermometer  which 
the  inspecting  doctors  carry,  to  register  more  than  50°  in  the  winter 
months.  To  spend  from  9 a.m.  to  3 p.m.  in  crowded  rooms  whose 
temperature  is  48° — 50°  undoubtedly  lowers  the  vitality  of  the 
children  and  reduces  their  resistance  to  diseases,  especially 
rheumatism. 


Relations  of  the  Home  and  Social  Conditions  to  the  Health  and  Physical 
Condition  of  the  Children  inspected  : 

Parly  last  year  a number  of  children  living  in  overcrowded 
tenement  houses  were  inspected  in  Meath  Street  National  Schools 
and  their  nutrition  and  standard  of  cleanliness  found  to  be  poor. 
Some  of  these  children  have  since  moved  to  the  new  housing  area 
in  Inohicore  and  were  re-inspected  during  the  present  year  in  Golden 
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Bridge  Convent  National  Schools  to  which  they  had  transferred. 
At  the  latter  inspection  a great  improvement  was  noted  in  the 
nutrition  and  general  physique  and  cleanliness  of  these  children. 
This  is  the  only  instance  where  it  has  yet  been  found  possible  to 
compare  the  condition,  etc.,  of  children  removed  from  overcrowded 
slum  dwellings  to  better  home  conditions  but  it  helps  to  prove  that 
the  overcrowding  and  bad  housing  conditions  greatly  affect  the 
general  health  and  cleanliness  of  the  children. 


Arrangements  for  Physical  Education  and  Personal  Hygiene  : 

Open  Air  Drill  is  conducted  in  many  of  the  Schools.  The 
Christian  Brothers  have  made  a great  advance  in  this  direction  by 
appointing  Ex-Officers  from  the  Physical  Culture  School  who  drill 
each  class  once  a week  in  the  open  air  at  all  the  Christian  Brothers' 
Schools  in  the  City.  This  drill  is  given  free  to  the  pupils  and  the 
Instructors  are  paid  by  the  Christian  Brothers.  Special  attention 
is  paid  by  these  men  to  children  of  poor  physique  and  exercises 
suitably  graduated  are  given *to  them.  An  endeavour  is  also  made 
by  the  instructors,  where  possible,  to  carry  out  remedial  exercises 
in  the  case  of  children  suffering  from  minor  and  postural  defor- 
mities. The  drill  is  given  in  the  playgrounds  in  the  open  air, 
except  in  wet  weather  when  it  is  conducted  in  a large  well  ventilated 
class  room.  In  addition,  organised  games  are  played  on  Saturday 
mornings  at  Shelbourne  Park  and  the  Brothers  hope  to  obtain  a 
three  acre  site  at  Beggarsbush  Barracks  for  the  same  purpose  shortly. 
In  Synge  Street  Christian  Brothers  School  and  at  St.  Vincent’s, 
Glasnevin,  and  St.  Joseph’s,  Marino,  the  drill  master  is  in  addition 
a trained  masseur,  having  been  connected  with  the  St.  John’s 
Ambulance  Association. 

In  some  of  the  schools,  for  example  Basin  Lane  Convent,  Rialto 
National  Schools,  etc.,  artistically  coloured  posters  are  displayed, 
and  the  teachers  are  in  the  habit  of  giving  health  talks  to  the 
children  on  the  subjects  of  the  posters.  In  many  of  the  schools 
cleanliness  parades  are  held  each  morning  by  the  teachers  and 
flagrant  offenders  are  excluded  from  school. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  initial  cleansing  of  ver- 
minous children  at  the  Cleansing  Station,  Marrowbone  Lane.  A 
special  supply  of  materials  and  metal  combs  for  the  purpose  have 
been  provided.  The  children  can  be  cleansed  there  by  their  parents 
or  bath  attendant,  acting  under  the  supervision  of  the  School 
Nurse.  In  no  case  is  it  considered  advisable  for  the  nurse  to  under- 
take the  cleaning  of  the  children  as  it  has  been  found  elsewhere 
that  this  deprives  the  parents  of  their  responsibility.  Every  effort 
is  made  to  instil  a knowledge  of  hygiene  and  self-respect  into  the 
parents  and  children  themselves. 


PERCENTAGE  RETURN  OP  UNSATISFACTORY  CLOTHING  AND  FOOTGEAR. 
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Following  up  of  Children  Suffering  from  Defects  : 

Two  extra  nurses  were  appointed  and  took  up  duty  in  September. 
2,301  visits  have  been  paid  by  the  Nursing  Staff  during  the  months 
of  October,  November  and  December.  The  nurses  in  addition  to 
assisting  at  the  Inspection  in  the  Schools  visit  the  homes  of  the 
children.  In  many  cases  it  is  essential  for  them  to  do  so  in  order 
to  explain  to  the  parents  how  treatment  can  be  obtained  for  the 
various  defects,  and  in  many  cases  to  urge  them  to  continue  where 
treatment  has  been  begun  and  not  completed.  The  nurses  also 
instruct  the  parents  in  hygiene  and  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments 
in  their  own  homes  and  impress  on  them  the  importance  of  clean- 
liness not  only  of  body  and  clothes  but  also  of  hair.  One  of  their 
main  duties  henceforth  will  be  to  deal  with  cases  of  uncleanliness. 
In  addition  to  the  above  duties  the  nurses  attend  at  the  Dental 
Clinic  and  keep  the  Dental  Records. 

Schools  Meals  : 


School  meals  are  in  operation  in  70  of  the  Schools  throughout 
the  City.  In  some  cases  the  meals  are  supplied  on  the  premises 
and  in  others  they  are  provided  in  a hall  or  canteen  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  lunch  hour  is  so  extremely 
short.  When  the  Schools  were  closed  in  February  owing  to  the 
influenza  epidemic  the  Managers  and  Principal  teachers  were  visited 
and  requested  to  continue  the  meals  where  possible.  All  complied 
although  there  was  considerable  difficulty  in  the  case  of  those 
schools  where  meals  are  served  on  the  premises.  Where  the  meals 
are  supplied  in  a hall  or  canteen  they  are  continued  throughout 
the  school  closure  due  either  to  holidays  or  any  other  cause. 


The  home  meals  of  the  children  in  many  cases  consist  almost 
solely  of  carbohydrates  and  they  are  very  deficient  in  proteid,  fat 
and  vitamin.  For  this  reason  the  dietary  for  the  mid-day  school 
meal  for  necessitous  children  should  be  such  as  will  supply  these 
constituents  known  to  be  so  lacking  in  home  meals. 


As  in  last  year’s  Report  1 would  wish  to  stress  the  enormous 
benefit  that  would  accrue  to  the  health  of  the  poorly  nourished 
school  children  if  given  a daily  milk  ration.  Representation  to 
this  effect  has  been  made  to  the  School  Meals  Committee  and  by 
them  to  the  Managers.  Reference  was  made  in  my  last  Report  to 
the  work  done  by  Dr.  Corryman  and  by  the  Committee  appointed 
by  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health  from  which  it  is  proved  that  a 
ration  of  milk  given  daily  to  children  as  a supplementary  food 
results  in  far  greater  increase  in  weight  and  height  than  is  the  case 
when  any  other  supplementary  foodstuff  is  given.  From  investi- 
gations into  the  home  conditions  of  these  children  made  by  the 
nurses  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  it  has  been  ascertained  that 
the  supplementary  foods  obtainable  in  their  own  homes  are  very 
deficient  in  essential  constituents. 
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Defects  of  Heart  and  Circulation  : 

The  numbers  found  remain  fairly  constant.  In  four  cases  of 
children  suffering  from  organic  heart  disease  the  parents  were 
recommended  to  transfer  them  to  schools  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  their  homes.  In  cases  of  organic  or  congenital  heart  disease  the 
teachers  and  parents  are  informed  and  the  latter  warned  to  keep 
the  children  under  medical  supervision. 

Rheumatism,  : 

In  last  year’s  report  the  proportion  of  girls  showing  rheumatic 
manifestations  was  higher  than  that  of  boys.  The  incidence  this 
year  is  also  of  slightly  larger  occurence  in  the  case  of  girls  than  boys 
and  for  the  most  part  in  the  intermediate  groups.  Eight  cases  of 
chorea  as  against  14  last  year  were  returned.  Last  year’s  cases 
were  all  girls,  this  year  they  are  in  the  proportion,  5 girls  to  3 boys. 
All  these  children  were  referred  to  their  own  Doctors,  dispensary 
or  otherwise,  for  treatment  and  three  were  found  on  enquiry  to 
have  been  admitted  for  prolonged  intern  treatment  to  the  general 
hospitals. 

Defective  Vision  : 

11.05  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  children  inspected  this  year 
were  found  to  have  defective  vision.  The  incidence  varies  from 
8.7  per  cent,  in  some  schools  to  as  high  as  22  per  cent,  in  others. 
Although  the  percentage  is  very  high  in  badly  lighted  schools  it 
is  equally  high  in  some  schools  where  the  lighting  is  satisfactory. 
There  are  undoubtedly  many  factors  other  than  faulty  illumination 
accountable  for  the  high  percentage  of  defective  vision  amongst 
school  children. 

" 4 f 

Squint : 

The  number  of  squints  found  remain  extremely  high,  having 
been  41/  last  year  and  48/  during  the  year  under  review.  No 
efforts  are  spared  to  impress  on  the  parents  the  necessity  for  havintr 
squints  treated  as  early  as  possible  and  the  danger  of  losing  vision 
if  neglected  after  the  age  of  seven.  A great  deal  of  superstitious 
ignorance  still  prevails  amongst  the  poorer  classes  regarding  this 
deformity.  Such  reasons  as  1 do  not  wish  to  interfere  with  the 
hand  of  Ood  are  given  as  an  excuse  for  neglect.  A horror  of 
blindness  such  as  one  would  expect  seems  almost  non-existent 
amongst  many  of  the  people. 

The  following  Tables  were  compiled  from  figures  (in  the  case  of 
heights  given  in  inches  and  in  weights  given  in  pounds)  obtained 
in  six  large  schools  situated  in  good,  mixed  and  poor  localities 
respectively.  The  children  were  weighed  and  measured  in  their 
stocking  feet  and  indoor  clothing.  Owing  to  shortness  of  staff, 
routine  weighings  and  measurings  of  all  children  are  not  carried 
out.  i\ext  year  a series  of  sitting  heights  as  well  as  standing  heights 
will  be  compiled  for  comparative  purposes  : — 
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The  following  work  was  carried  out  at  the  Dental  Clinic  during 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1929  : — 

Number  of  Fillings  ...  ...  495 

Number  of  Syringings  ...  ...  30 

Number  of  Dressings  ...  ...  64 

Number  of  Scalings  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  Temporary  Extractions  3,982 

Number  of  Permanent  Extractions  1,625 

Number  of  Cases  ...  ...  ...  1,847 

Number  of  Clinics  ...  ...  155 
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DIAGNOSIS  AND  TREATMENT  OF  VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  Scheme  for  the  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Venereal 
Diseases  came  into  operation  in  January,  1919,  and  provides 
free  and  efficient  treatment  for  sufferers. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  the  establishment  of  a Treatment 
Centre  and  Clinic  and  for  the  setting-apart  of  wards  for  in-patients 
at  Dr.  Steevens’  Hospital,  where  patients  are  enabled  to  enter 
through  the  outdoor  department  of  the  general  dispensaries. 

By  arrangement  with  the  authorities  of  Trinity  College,  Uni- 
versity College  and  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Medical  prac- 
titioners practising  in  the  City  can  obtain,  free,  scientific  reports 
on  any  material  obtained  from  a patient  suspected  to  be  suffering 
from  Venereal  Disease  and  skilled  assistance  in  treatment  is  placed 
at  their  disposal.  Supplies  of  Salvarsan  substitutes  can  be  obtained 
by  Medical  practitioners  through  Dr.  Steevens’  Hospital. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  at  Dr. 
Steevens’  Hospital  during  the  year  under  review  : — 

No.  of  new  patients  attending  Outpatient  Clinic 

No.  of  old  and  new  patients  attending  Outpatient 
Olmic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Total  No.  of  attendances  at  Outpatient  Clinic 

No.  of  new  In-patients  treated 

Total  No.  of  In-patients  treated  ... 

Aggregate  No.  of  In-patients’  (old  and  new)  days  of 
treatment 

No.  who  ceased  to  attend  before  cure  was  completed  ... 


850 

1,901 

24,454 

58 

118 

3,191 

1,198 


Tests  made  at  the  Pathological  Laboratories  during  the  year 
to  31st  December,  1929  : — 


Trinity  College  * . . . 

2,089 

University  College 

708 

Royal  College  of  Surgeons 

2,028 
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32,828  \ 

Total 

59,447 

26,619/ 
• • • • 

21,585 

1 30,692  \ 

163,474 

32,782/ 

SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Return  of  Sanitary  Operations  for  Year  ended  31st 

December,  1929. 


Tenement  Houses  Inspected 
Tenement  Houses  Re-inspected 
Other  Houses  Inspected  ... 

Roome  Inspected 
Rooms  Re-inspected 
Offensive  Trade  Premises  Inspected 
Workshops  Inspected 
Outworkers’  Premises  Inspected 
Bakeries  Inspected 

Common  Lodging  Houses  (Daily  Inspections) 
Other  Inspections 

Notices  served  to  remedy  defects  ... 

Defects  discovered 
Defects  remedied 

Reports  received  from  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
Tests  applied  to  House  drains 
Cross  Drains  Tested 


641 

1,102 

250 

52 

473 

7,312 

17,891 

27,950 

23,641 

36 

2,143 
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Return  of  Sanitary  Prosecutions  for  Year  ended  31st  December,  1929. 


Prosecutions  : — 

Summonses  (Ordinary)  ... 

,,  (Disobedience) 

,,  (Bye-Law)  ... 

„ Sec.  21 

,,  Sec.  56 

,,  Closing 

Adjourned  cases  brought  forward 

Results  of  Prosecutions  : — 

Orders  Obtained 
Owners  Fined  (Absolute) 

Owners  Fined  (“  With  Stay  ”) 

Cases  Adjourned 

Summonses  marked  “ Abated  ”... 

Occupiers  Fined  (Absolute) 

Occupiers  Fined  ("  With  Stay  ”) 

Orders  of  Prohibition  Obtained 
Summonses  Dismissed  ... 

,,  Dismissed  without  Prejudice 
,,  Dismissed  on  Merits 

,,  marked  ‘’No  Service  ” 

,,  Served  in  Error 

,,  marked  “No  Rule” 

,,  Adjourned  Generally 

Number  of  cases  where  Summonses  were 
" Abated  ” and  Fines  were  also  imposed 
Penalties  Imposed  (Absolute) 


57n 

132 


206 

15 

4 

8 


> 


936 


164 


marked 


£250  Is. 


461 

292 

2 

138 

134 

44 

30 

2 

2 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

15 

Od. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

(Re  Outworkers). 

90  Firms  sent  in  their  lists  twice  in  the  year. 

7 Firms  sent  in  their  lists  only  once  in  the  year. 

There  were  449  Outworkers  returned  on  the  February  lists,  and 
447  returned  on  lists  for  August,  making  a total  of  896  Outworkers 
for  the  year  1929. 


The  attached  list  gives  the  number  sent  in,  in  February  and 
August  of  Outworkers  for  each  of  the  trades  given.  (Home  Work 
Order  of  15th  August,  1905)  : — - 

1929. 


Wearing  apparel : — 

Making,  etc. 

Cleaning  and  washing  ... 

Household  Linen 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 

Curtains  and  furniture  hangings 

Furniture  and  upholstery 

Electro-plate 

File-making 

Brass  and  brass  articles  ... 

Fur  pulling 
Cables  and  Chains 
Anchors  and  Grapnels 
Cart  gear 

Locks,  latches  and  keys 
Umbrellas,  etc.  ... 

Artificial  Flowers 

Nets  other  than  wire  nets 

Tents  •••  » • » 

Sacks  ...  ...  ••• 

Racquet  and  Tennis  Balls 
Paper,  etc.,  boxes,  paper  bags 
Brushmaking 

Pea  Picking  ...  ...  ...  ... 

F eather  sorting  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Carding,  etc.  of  buttons,  etc. 

Stuffed  toys  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Basket  making  ... 

Chocolates  and  sweetmeats 

Cosaques,  Christmas  crackers,  Christmas  stockings 

Textile  weaving 

Processes  incidental  to  above 


No. 

751 

19 

2 

2 

15 

12 


3 

17 


21 

4 


•i 

44 


Total 


• • • 


S96 
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MEDICAL  OFFICERS’  REPORTS. 

Number  of  Reports  received  in  writing  from  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  during  year  1920  : — 


Name 

No. 

Name 

No. 

Dr.  Burke 

2 

Dr.  Harmon 

6 

,,  Cusack 

1 

„ Scully  ... 

8 

,,  Devane  ... 

1 

„ Smyth 

1 

„ Dolan 

3 

„ Toher  ... 

7 

,,  Eustace  ... 

1 

„ Walsh  ... 

2 

„ Falvey 

4 

Total 

36 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS. 

By-laws  have  been  made  under  Section  15  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  which  deals  with  means  of  escape  from  fire 
in  Workshops  and  Factories  in  which  40  workers  or  less  are  em- 
ployed. 

The  By-laws  were  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  County 
Borough  of  Dublin  on  the  31st  day  of  January,  1925,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Minister  for  Local  Government  and  Public  Health 
on  the  21st  April,  1925. 

The  By-laws  came  into  force  on  the  21st  April,  1925. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  principal  provisions  of  the 
said  By-laws  : — 

i 

1.  Every  building  of  more  than  one  storey  used  as  a factory 
or  workshop  must  be  provided  with  adequate  stairs  or 
steps,  permanently  fixed,  adequately  lighted  by  natural 
or  artificial  means,  and  so  as  to  afford  the  best  access  prac- 
ticable from  every  part  of  the  factory  or  workshop  to  the 
ground  floor  of  the  building,  and  where  practicable  to  a 
street.  Such  stairs  or  steps  must  be  directly  connected 
with  all  parts  of  the  building,  and  be  provided  with  suit- 
able hand-rails. 

A period  of  twelve  months  from  21st  April,  1925,  is 
given  to  comply  with  the  above  requirements. 

IT.  In  any  building  where  ten  or  more  are  employed,  or  readily 
inflammable  materials  or  explosives  are  stored  or  used, 
any  floor  used  for  factory  or  workshop  purposes  which  is 
thirty  feet  above  ground  level,  must,  in  addition  to  the 
stairs  above-mentioned,  have — 

(1)  adequate  external  stairs  o.f  fire-proof  construction, 
or 

(2)  an  efficient  and  suitable  fire-escape,  or 

(3)  ready  and  safe  means  of  escape  to  the  roof  of  the 
building,  and,  where  practicable,  to  the  roof  of  the 
adjoining  building. 

TIT.  Every  factory  or  workshop  must  have,  in  every  room 
habitually  occupied  as  such,  at  least  one  window  or  other 
means  of  exit  situate  at  a distance  from  the  door  to  open 
easily  outwards,  and  in  a suitable  position  for  easy  passage 
out.  Such  window  is  to  be  distinctively  marked. 
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IV.  All  new  buildings  erected  after  this  date  must  comply  with 
these  By-laws. 

V.  The  owner  is  primarily  bound  to  execute  all  such  works, 
and  do  all  such  things  as  are  necessary  to  bring  the  factory 
or  workshop  into  compliance  with  these  By-laws,  but  in 
certain  cases  has  a right  to  recover  from  the  occupier  any 
expense  so  incurred. 


VI.  Breaches  of  the  By-laws  are  punishable  by  a fine  of  £5,  and 
in  the  case  of  a continuing  offence  of  40s.  per  day,  after 
notice. 

The  following  inspections  under  the  By-laws  were  made  during 
1929  : — 


Inspections 

Notices  served  to  provide  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  ... 
Notices  complied  with 


It  was  not  found  necessary  to  serve  any  notice  to  provide  means 
of  escape  in  case  of  fire,  but  recommendations  were  made  in  six 
cases  and  adapted. 


CLEANSING  DEPARTMENT. 

Report  by  E.  Fitzgerald,  Superintendent. 

The  work  of  this  Department  consists  of  cleaning  and  watering 
the  1 98  miles  of  streets  within  the  City,  and  the  periodical  emptying 
of  ashbins,  ashpits  and  street  gullies,  and  the  disposal  of  refuse 
collected  therefrom . 

Street  Cleansing  : 

All  the  streets  are  swept  weekly,  bi-weekly  and  thrice  weekly, 
depending  on  their  location,  etc.,  the  principal  streets  and  streets 
in  congested  areas  receiving  constant  daily  attention.  Eight  motor 
washing  and  sweeping  machines  are  utilised  for  washing  and  sweep- 
ing the  principal  thoroughfares  nightly.  For  the  year  ending 
March,  1930,  39,553  tons  of  streets  sweepings  were  collected  and 
disposed  of  on  the  various  tipping  grounds.  A number  of  local 
farmers,  during  slack  periods,  draw  a portion  of  this  for  manure 
and  top  dressing. 

On  Sunday  mornings  a number  of  principal  streets  and  streets 
in  congested  areas  are  cleansed. 
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Domestic  Refuse  : 

In  all  areas  a thrice  weekly  collection  of  domestic  refuse  is  made, 
excepting  shop  centre  areas  where  a collection  is  made  five  days 
per  week.  A standard  pattern  covered  bin  is  used  which  must 
be  place  on  the  footway  for  collection,  excepting  tenement  houses 
which  are  provided  with  open  bins  and  collected  from  yards.  A 
fleet  of  34  five-ton  petrol  driven  tipping  vehicles  provided  with 
sliding  covers  to  prevent  scattering  of  the  contents  and  70  horse 
drawn  vehicles  are- utilised  for  the  collection  of  domestic  refuse. 

For  year  ending  March,  1930,  the  total  quantity  of  domestic  and 
trade  refuse  collected  was  95,778  tons  of  which  81,441  tons  were 
disposed  of  on  the  various  tipheads  and  14,337  tons  consumed 
at  the  Destructor.  The  quantity  dealt  with  per  working  day  was 
339-6  tons,  equivalent  to  an  annual  yield  of  299  tons  per  1,000  of 
population,  or  5-3  cwts.  per  person  per  annum. 

Ashpits  : 

The  number  of  ashpits  in  the  City  is  now  comparatively  small 
and  these  are  being  gradually  abolished  and  replaced  by  the  standard 
covered  dust  bin. 

There  are  9 underground  and  31  overground  conveniences  in 
the  City  which  are  cleansed  and  disinfected  daily. 

Cleansing  Propaganda  : 

With  a view  to  obtaining  the  co-operation  of  the  citizens  to 
reduce  the  output  of  refuse  and  to  avoid  littering  the  streets, 
attractively  coloured  gummed  slips  with  appropriate  reminders 
are  being  affixed  to  the  backs  of  envelopes  and  the  local  cinemas 
are  being  supplied  with  artistic  coloured  slides  containing  sketches 
and  suitable  slogans. 


OPERATIONS  UNDER  STREET  TRADING  OF  CHILDREN 

REGULATIONS. 


Licences  to  trade  issued,  ...  ...  ...  ...  121 

Return  (kindly  furnished  by  the  Chief  Superintendent,  Garda 
Siochana,  (Metropolitan  Division),  showing  (a)  No.  of 
summonses  against  juveniles  for  breaches  of  the  Street 
Trading  By-laws,  and  (b)  No.  of  parents  or  guardians 
prosecuted  for  allowing  their  children  under  14  years  of  age 
to  trade  in  the  streets  during  the  year  1929  : — 


Return  of  Prosecutions  against  Juveniles  and  Parents  under  the  Street  Trading  Bye-Laws,  with  result  of  proceedings. 
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D 2 


SHOPS  ACTS,  1912-1926, 

Return  for  the  Year  1929. 

17,485 
14 

£5  12  6 
£1  5 0 


Number  of  Inspections 
Number  of  Prosecutions 
Fines 
Costs 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing  Messrs.  Clery  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  Lr. 
O’Connell  St.  were  prosecuted  for  failing  to  close  for  the  Weekly 
Half  Holiday  on  Saturday,  December  the  8th,  1928.  District 
Justice  Cussen  applied  the  Probation  of  Offenders  Act  and  inti- 
mated to  the  manager  that  he  would  not  accept  anything  less  than 
the  sum  of  £25  to  be  placed  in  the  Poor  Box  and  that  he  would 
require  him  to  enter  into  a Bond  of  £500  not  to  contravene  the 
provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts  on  any  subsequent  occasion. 

The  Shops  Act  came  into  operation  in  May  1912.  The  intention 
of  its  originators  was  the  amelioration  of  the  conditions  of  employ- 
ment of  shop  assistants.  So  far  as  the  introduction  of  a com- 
pulsory half-holiday  for  all  shop  assistants  engaged  in  the  retail 
trade  was  concerned  it  effected  its  purpose. 

The  question  of  meal  intervals  received  attention  in  a general 
way.  The  duration  of  the  periods  for  dinner  and  tea  was  pre- 
scribed, but  there  was  no  obligation  on  the  occupier  of  a shop  to 
mark  on  a form  the  particular  times  appointed  for  those  meals, 
except  in  the  case  of  licensed  premises.  It  is  therefore  difficult 
to  detect  a violation  of  the  section  relating  to  meal  intervals, 
especially  in  the  case  of  assistants  who  dine  indoors  as  is  the  custom 
in  many  dairy  and  grocery  shops,  without  in  a measure  compro- 
mising the  assistant.  It  should  be  made  obligatory  for  the  occupier 
of  a shop  to  indicate  on  a form  the  meal  intervals  appointed  for 
each  assistant.  Such  a procedure  would  facilitate  the  inspector. 

What  may  be  regarded  as  another  defect  in  the  Act  is  the  number 
of  hours  of  employment  of  Young  Persons  permitted  by  Section  2. 
Seventy-four  hours  per  week  inclusive  of  meal  times  in  the  case  of 
a young  girl  or  boy  under  eighteen  years  of  age  is  an  abnormally 
large  number,  and  remedial  measures  might,  with  advantage,  be 
introduced.  Again  the  fact  that  there  is  no  limit  to  the  number 
of  hours  of  employment  in  the  case  of  employees  over  eighteen 
years  of  age  in  all  classes  of  shops  other  than  licensed  premises 
and  refreshment  rooms  conducted  in  the  latter  case  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  1913  Act,  is  a matter  which  calls  for  imme- 
diate reform. 

In  dairv  shops  to  be  found  all  over  the  County  Borough  of  Dublin, 
and  also  in  grocery,  confectionery  and  tobacconist  shops,  as  well 
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as  fruiterers  and  newsagents  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  girls  over 
eighteen  years  working  from  early  morning  till  practically  speaking 
midnight,  in  many  cases  sixteen  hours  a day  inclusive  of  meal  times. 
Such  long  working  hours  are  calculated  to  prejudicially  affect  the 
health  of  those  shop  assistants.  It  is  a question  of  from  bed  to 
work  and  work  to  bed.  Once  the  weekly  half -holiday  and  meal 
intervals  are  allowed  to  those  assistants  there  is  no  other  provision 
of  tangible  importance  which  the  employer  is  obliged  to  comply 
with.  It  is  well  nigh  time  that  legislation  was  introduced  obliging 
occupiers  of  shops  of  the  classes  just  enumerated  to  close  their 
shops  at  an  hour  not  later  than  8 o’c.  p.iu.  with  the  supplemental 
provision  that  assistants  should  not  be  detained  for  the  serving  of 
customers  for  more  than  half  an  hour  after  the  time  prescribed 
for  closing. 

When  one  recalls  the  expedition  with  which  purchases  were  made 
during  the  curfew  period  of  the  year  1916,  5 o’c.  p.m.  or  5.30  o’c. 
p.m.  being  the  latest  hour  at  which  purchasers  were  allowed  to 
obtain  their  requirements,  one  cannot  but  express  surprise  at  the 
thoughtlessness  of  purchasers  with  regard  to  the  interest  and  health 
of  many  shop  assistants. 

While  early  closing  legislation  has  been  introduced  by  the  Drapery 
Trades,  Dublin  and  Districts  Act,  1926,  in  addition  to  the  Closing 
Orders  made  under  the  Act  of  1912,  still  there  is  no  provision  in 
this  Act  or  in  the  Closing  Orders  to  prevent  an  employer  from 
detaining  his  assistants  to  dress  windows  or  list  stock  up  to  any 
unreasonable  hour  provided  a tea  interval  be  allowed  between  the 
hours  of  4 o’c.  and  7 o’c.  p.m.  This  also  is  a matter  calling  for 
reform  and  no  better  means  of  effecting  the  necessary  improvement 
can  be  devised  than  by  fixing  a maximum  number  of  working 
hours  per  week  exclusive  of  meals  times  and  overtime. 

Trade  union  organisation  has  brought  about  much  improvement 
hi  the  conditions  of  employment  of  shop  assistants  from  the  aspects 
of  hours  of  employment,  wages  and  the  employment  of  apprentices. 

It  is  pleasurable  to  visualise  the  care  with  which  the  interests 
of  assistants  in  certain  classes  of  trade  who  are  members  of  their 
Trade  Union  Organisation  are  jealously  guarded,  but  unfortun- 
ately there  are  employers  who  decline  to  employ  assistants  who  are 
members  of  trade  unions.  In  those  latter  cases  one  finds  the 
assistant  condemned  to  unreasonably  long  hours  and  low  wages. 
The  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  problems  of  wages  and  hours 
of  employment  shall  be  determined  by  legislation.  Already  a new 
Shop  Hours  Bill  is  under  consideration  in  the  British  House  of 
Commons  in  which  it  is  suggested  to  fix  the  maximum  number  of 
working  hours  exclusive  of  overtime  and  meal  times  at  48  per  week 
and  requiring  payment  for  overtime  to  be  at  rates  higher  than 
normal  rates  in  order  to  discourage  systematic  overwork  and 
under-staffing  now  prevalent  in  many  of  the  distributive  trades.” 
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RETURN  OF  NEW  AND  ALTERED  BUILDINGS  COMPLETED 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1929. 


Inspections  by  Building  Surveyors  ...  ...  ...  4,065 

Plans  approved  of  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  671 

Notice  of  disapproval  of  plans  ...  ...  ...  109 

Notices  to  alter  work  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  15 

Notices  to  lodge  plans  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Certificates  of  fitness  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  33 

Number  of  new  buildings  completed  ...  ...  494 

Number  of  altered  buildings  completed  ...  ...  181 

Drain  Tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,344 

Water  Returns  (Estimates  in  connection  with  charges 
for  building  water)  ...  ...  ...  £225,215 


CLONTARF  GRAVEYARD. 

Number  of  Interments  made  ...  ...  ...  25 

Amount  of  Fees  ...  ...  ...  ...  £39  0 0 


OPERATIONS  UNDER  THE  BLIND  PERSONS  ACT,  1920. 
Report  by  Mr.  Thomas  Cahill,  Registrar  for  Year  1929. 


Claims  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  202 

,,  Investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  145 

,,  Registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  137 

,,  allowed  for  money  grants  ...  ...  ...  Ill 

,,  allowed  for  Institutional  assistance  ...  ...  7 

„ rejected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

,,  filled  up  for  State  Blind  Pension  ...  ...  40 

,,  from  pensions  officers  for  information  ...  260 

,»  for  Certificates  for  free  Wireless  licenses  ...  14 

Payments  made  to  necessitous  blind  in  own  homes,  etc.  ...  20,954 

Visits  of  investigation  to  blind  persons  in  their  own  homes  3,824 

Visits  to  approved  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  22 

Revision  of  grants  where  circumstances  changed  ...  31 

Amount  paid  in  Home  Assistance  ...  ...  ...  £8,671 

Amount  paid  in  Institutional  Assistance  ...  ...  £1,984 


MUNICIPAL  BATHS  AND  WASH-HOUSE. 


Report  by  Mr.  P.  Lynch,  Superintendent. 


The  returns  from  the  Baths  and  Wash  House  show  that  90,360 
persons  visited  the  establishment  during  the  twelve  months  ended 
the  31st  December,  1929. 

The  income  derived  during  the  year  came  to  £2,235  17s.  9d., 
being  an  increase  in  the  receipts  for  the  previous  year  of  £102 
19s.  5d.,  and  a decrease  of  690  visitors. 

During  the  eleven  months  the  swimming  baths  were  open  they 
were  used  by  51,578  persons.  The  receipts  from  those  visitors 
came  to  £697  16s.  lid.,  an  increase  of  £22  10s.  Id.  on  the  season 
of  the  previous  year,  and  a decrease  of  1,677  visitors.  One  hundred 
and  five  visits  were  made  after  the  usual  closing  hours  by  Male,  and 
ninety- three  visits  by  Female  Swimming  Clubs.  The  sum  of 
£172  19s.  represents  the  amount  of  pecuniary  support  of  the 
Swimming  Clubs  (Male  and  Female)  to  the  establishment  during 
the  period  the  swimming  baths  were  open. 

School  boys  to  the  number  of  7,254  were  admitted  to  the  swim- 
ming bath  at  a charge  of  one  penny  each,  and  received  instructions 
in  swimming  and  life  saving  from  the  Baths  employees  with  satis- 
factory results  ; it  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  facilities  for  indoor 
bathing  are  extended  in  Dublin,  swimming  will  be  made  part  of 
the  education  of  every  child,  both  boy  and  girl  ; given  proper 
land  instruction  there  is  very  little  trouble  in  getting  the  average 
boy  or  girl  to  swim  when  they  enter  the  water  under  the  control 
of  an  efficient  Instructor. 


The  members  of  St.  Anthonys,”  “ Ozanam  House,”  and  “ Bovs 
Brigade,”  (Boys  Swimming  Classes)  paid  38  visits.  These  classes 
were  admitted  to  the  2nd  Class  swimming  bath  after  the  usual 
closing  hour  at  7s.  6d.  a visit. 

The  Private  Reclining  Baths  were  availed  of  by  25,541  persons. 
Of  this  number  4,934  were  Females. 

Comparing  the  returns  with  those  of  last  year  there  was  a decrease 
of  90  in  the  Men’s  First  Class  Warm  Baths  ; the  Men’s  Second 
Class  Warm  Baths  show  a decrease  of  1,452  bathers,  and  the  Female 
Warm  Baths  show  an  increase  of  104  bathers. 


The  3d. 
compared 


" Child  ” (Female)  Warm  Bath  show  an  increase  by  48 
with  last  year. 


The  Public  Wash  House  (Laundry)  was  visited  by  16,678  women. 
The  income  derived  from  the  users  of  the  Wash  House  conveniences 
amounted  to  £370  18s.  6d.,  an  increase  of  £31  19s.  and  an  increase 
in  number  of  visitors  by  153  women  as  compared  with  last  year. 


Statement  Showing  Work  performed  by  the  Disinfecting  Department  for  Year  1929. 
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~)2  Persons  used  the  Medicated  baths  during  the  year. 


With  the  Chief  Veterinary  Inspector’s  Compliments 


ConiAinle  Cacrac  Aca  CIiac 
(Corporation  of  Dublin) 

rtoirm  Snei-otiAgAccA 
( Veterinary  Department ), 

potRgnnri  pa  Cacrac 
(Municipal  Buildings), 


JL1  UXJLl  KJ  VX  V*  w w . , 

Number  of  Purveyors  (only)  of  milk  in  the  City  ...  80 1 

Number  of  Purveyors  registered  for  the  sale  of  milk  but 

whose  premises  are  outside  the  City  ...  ...  161 

Total  number  of  Cowkeepers,  Dairymen  and  Purveyors 
of  Milk  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,175 


Number  of  dairy  yards  in  the  City  ...  ...  198 

Approximate  number  of  milch  cows  housed  in  the  City 

during  the  winter  months  ...  ...  ...  4,200 

Number  of  applications  for  registration  as  Cowkeepers 
in  which  premises  were  suitable  or  made  suitable  after 
inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  applications  in  which  premises  were  not  suit- 

able  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Total  number  of  applications  for  registration  as  Cowkeepers  9 


Number  of  applications  for  registration  as  Purveyors  of 
milk  in  which  premises  were  suitable  or  made  suitable 
after  inspection  ... 

Number  of  applications  in  which  premises  were  not  suit- 
able ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


230 


32 


Total  number  of  applications  for  registration  as  Purveyors 
of  milk  ... 


262 
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Number  of  applications  for  purveying  milk  in  the  City 
from  premises  outside  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  who  have  discontinued  the  Dairy 

business  in  Dublin  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Number  of  Purveyors  of  milk  who  have  discontinued 

the  sale  of  milk  in  Dublin  ...  ...  ...  276 

Number  of  Inspections. 

Dairy  yards  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,478 

Milk  shops  and  milk  stores  ...  ...  ...  5,599 

Railways  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Nature  of  Written  Notices. 

Remove  Manure  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Repair  dairy  yards  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Remove  objectionable  articles  from  dairy  yard  or  milk 

shop  "...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Repair  cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Cleanse  dairy  yards  and  cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  6 

Cleanse  cattle  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Remove  swine  from  dairy  yard  ...  ...  ...  2 

Free  and  cleanse  drain  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Provide  proper  manure  receptacle  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cleanse  milk  shop  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cease  using  room  directly  connected  with  milkshop  as 

sleeping  apartment  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Return  of  the  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  on  Dairy  Premises, 

notified  for  the  Year  1929. 

Scarlatina  ...  2.  Diphtheria  ...  1 

When  a case  of  infectious  disease  occurs  on  dairy  premises,  the 
patient  is  removed  to  hospital.  The  sale  of  milk  is  suspended  and 
the  persons  in  contact  who  had  the  handling  or  distribution  of  milk 
are  also  suspended  from  so  doing,  until  thorough  disinfection  of 
the  premises  has  been  carried  out  and  the  clothing  of  the  persons 
concerned  disinfected. 

Examination  of  Milch  Cows  in  City  Dairy  Yards. 


Number  of  special  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  464 

Number  of  examinations  of  milch  cows  ...  ...  8,933 

Number  of  cows  from  which  separate  samples  of  milk 

were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  ...  ...  466 

Number  of  samples  of  milk  taken  and  bacteriologically 

examined  ...  •••  •••  ...  ...  507 

Number  of  cows  for  which  notices  interdicting  the  sale 

of  milk  were  served  ...  •••  ...  ...  55 
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DAIRIES  AND  MILKSHOPS  ORDER 

Prosecutions  Heard. 


Name  and  Address. 

Offence. 

Penalty. 

John  O’Toole, 

Dirty  cloth  and  failing  to 

£1  Fine. 

26  Chamber  St. 

prevent  contamination. 

John  Crosbie, 

Insufficient  cubic  space  ... 

£5  Fine  and 

18  Manor  St. 

£1  Costs. 

Bridget  Devereux, 

Unregistered  Purveyor  ... 

5s.  Fine. 

1 Killarney  Parade. 

Matilda  McKiernan, 

do. 

5s.  Fine. 

71  St.  Declan  Rd. 

Marcus  Allister, 

Dirty  milking  ... 

£1  Fine  and 

62  Inchicore  Rd. 

£2  2s.  Costs. 

Annie  Ryan, 

Unregistered  Purveyor, 

Dismissed,  Pro- 

84  Old  Kilmain- 

unsuitable  premises. 

bation  of 

ham. 

Offenders 

Michael  Duncan, 

Defective  drainage. 

Act. 

£2  Fine. 

27  Cadogan  Rd. 

Patrick  Brennan, 

Unregistered  Purveyor, 

5s.  Fine  and 

124  Park  Houses, 

unsuitable  premises. 

5s.  Costs. 

Ringsend. 
Michael  Cummins, 

Milk  vessels  in  dirty  con- 

£1  Fine. 

137  Townsend  St. 

dition. 

Anne  Cullen, 

Dirty  milking  ... 

£1  Fine  and 

2 Hast  Road. 

£1  Costs. 

Patrick  Maher, 

Unregistered  Purveyor  . . . 

Is.  Fine  and 

5 Tyrconnell  Rd. 

5s.  Costs. 

Cathleen  Byrne, 

do. 

Is.  Fine  and 

17  Queen’s  Tee. 

5s.  Costs. 

Humphrey  Moynihan, 

do. 

Dismissed,  Pro- 

28a  N.  Brunswick 

bation  of 

St. 

Offenders 

James  Caulfield, 

Dirty  milking  ... 

Act. 

£1  Fine  and 

255  Richmond  Rd. 

£1  Costs. 

Catherine  O’Reilly, 

Unregistered  Purveyor  ... 

Dismissed,  Pro- 

13  Up.  Dominick 

bation  of 

St. 

Offenders  Act. 

Peter  Byrne, 

Dirty  milking  ... 

* O 

£2  10s.  Fine  & 

17  Phillipsburgh 

£2  10s.  Costs. 

Avenue. 
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Prosecutions  Heard — continued. 


Name  and  Address. 


Offence. 


Penalty. 


Nor  ah  Brennan, 

53  Up.  Dorset  St. 


Unregistered  Purveyor  ... 


Thomas  Carroll,  Unregistered  Purveyor  ... 

12a  Howard  Tee. 

Wm.  Byrne,  do. 

44a  Belvedere  PI. 


Joseph  Grannell, 

7 St.  Mary’s  Ave. 


do. 


John  Birmingham, 
14  Mount  joy  St. 
James  Ward, 

79  Summerhill. 
John  O’Connor, 

Bard  Hall,  Leix- 
lip. 

Mrs.  Catherine  Baird, 
Rathnew. 

Fred  Corcoran, 

134  Summerhill. 


Dirtv  milking  ... 

O 

do.  ...  ... 

Unregistered  Purveyor  . . . 

Soiled  cloth  between  lid 
and  churn  of  milk. 
Unregistered  Purveyor  . . . 


Michael  Walsh, 

16  Clonliffe  Rd. 

Mrs.  B.  Walsh, 

19  Macken  St. 
Mrs.  B.  Eardley, 
208  Parnell  St. 


Soiled  and  discoloured 
cloths  between  lids  and 
churns  of  milk. 

do . ...  ... 

do . ...  . . . 


John  Donohue, 
68  Summerhill. 
John  Fitzsimons, 
Newcastle,  Co. 
Dublin. 


do. 


Unregistered 


Purveyor 


• • • 


• • • 


Dismissed,  Pro- 
bation of 
Offenders  Act. 
Defendant  to 
give  up  sale 
of  milk. 

Is.  Fine  and 
os.  Costs. 

Dismissed,  Pro- 
bation of 
Offenders  Act. 
Defendant  to 
give  up  sale 
of  milk. 

Dismissed,  Pro- 
bation of 
Offenders  Act. 

£1  Fine. 

10s.  Fine  and 
10s.  Costs. 

10s.  Fine. 


10s.  Fine. 

Dismissed,  Pro- 
bation of 

Offenders  Act. 
6d.  Fine  and 
7s.  6d.  Costs. 

6d.  Fine  and 
15s.  Costs. 
Dismissed,  Pro- 
bation of 

Offenders  Act. 
do. 

do. 
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Prosecutions  Heard — continued. 


Name  and  Address. 

Offence. 

Penalty. 

Andrew  Thomas, 

Unregistered  Purveyor  ... 

Dismissed,  Pro- 

72  Ballybough  Rd. 

bation  of 

Patrick  Murphy, 

do. 

Offenders  Act 
do. 

40  Up.  Dorset  St. 

James  Nugent, 

do. 

do. 

141  Up.  Dorset  St. 

John  O’Neill, 

do. 

do. 

68  Eccles  St. 

Cath.  Robinson, 

do. 

do. 

25  Mary’s  Lane. 

Mary  Briody, 

do. 

do. 

60  Phibsboro’  Rd. 

Mary  Moore, 

do. 

do. 

179  Phibsboro’  Rd. 

Anne  Hughes, 

do. 

do. 

176  Phibsboro’  Rd. 

John  Kelly, 

do. 

do. 

34a  Amiens  St. 

M.  J.  Fanning, 

do. 

do. 

Clane,  Co.  Kildare. 

Patrick  Fa}^, 

Sleeping  apartment  directly 

£1  Fine 

30  Lr.  Bridge  St. 

connected  with  shop. 

Robert  Merrigan, 

Dirty  Parchment  papers 

£2  Fine. 

Woodenbridge. 

between  lids  and  churns 

John  J.  Hunt, 

of  milk. 

Unregistered  Purveyor  . . . 

10s.  Fine  and 

322  N.  C.  Rd. 

5s.  6d.  Costs. 

Sylvester  Burke. 

«/  / 

Unregistered  Purveyor. 

Dismissed,  Pro- 

17  Grt.  Charles  St. 

Unsuitable  premises. 

bation  of 

Margaret  Murray, 

Unregistered  Purveyor  ... 

Offenders  Act. 
D.P.O.A.  and 

1 1 Up.  Abbey  St. 

10s.  Costs. 

Mrs.  B.  Bannon, 

do. 

D.P.O.A. 

6 Gt.  Charles  St. 

J.  J.  Kelly, 

do. 

D.P.O.A.  and 

8 Vernon  Ave. 

5s.  Costs. 

John  Carroll, 

do. 

Adjourned 

2 Vernon  Ave. 

generally. 

Patrick  Martin, 

• • • • • • • 

No  summons 

68  St.  Declan  Rd. 

issued. 

L.  Grogan, 

Improperly  drained  yard. 

£3  Fine. 

17  Fair  view  Ave. 
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Prosecutions  Heard — continued. 


Name  and  Address 

Offence 

i , 

Penalty 

George  Kelly, 

Improper  ventilation  and 

£3  Fine. 

146  N.  Strand  Rd. 

defective  drainage. 

Arthur  Browne, 

Unregistered  and  unsuit- 

£3  Fine. 

125  Clonliffe  Rd. 

able  cowshed. 

Patrick  Geoghegan, 

Dirty  milking  ... 

£2  Fine. 

12  Blackpitts. 

Clement  Whelan, 

Dirty  milkshop  ... 

D.P.O.A. 

69  Benburb  St. 

James  Nolan, 

Insufficient  water  supply 

Summons 

84  Bride  St. 

“ Abated.” 

Michael  Cummins, 

do. 

do. 

139  Townsend  St. 

J.  Walsh e, 

do. 

do. 

5 Echlin  St. 

Ellen  Clarke, 

Unregistered  Purveyor  ... 

Dismissed,  Pro- 

27  Benburb  St. 

bation  of 

Offenders  Act. 

2— MEAT  INSPECTION. 


NUMBER 


Bulls 

Bullocks 

Cows 

Heifers 

Calves 


Sheep 

Goats 


Swine 


OF  ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  AT  THE 
CORPORATION  ABATTOIR. 


Cattle. 


2,728 

6,866 

3,056 


57 


Total  Cattle 


12,715 


Sheep  and  Goats. 


30,936 

32 


Total  Sheep  and  Goats 


30,968 


Swine. 


2,118 


Total  Antmals 


...  45,801 


CARCASES  WHOLLY  OR  PARTIALLY  CONDEMNED  AT  THE  CORPORATION  ABATTOIR. 
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RETURN  OF  UNSOUND  ORGANS  Etc.  AT  CORPORATION  ABATTOIR. 

Tin's  Return  does  not  include  the  organs  of  animals  totally  condemned,  but  includes  organs  destroyed  on  account  of  tuberculous  contami- 
nation. 
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Return  of  Unsound  Organs,  etc.,  at  Corporation  Abattoir — continued. 
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TABLE  SHOWING  THE  AMOUNT  OF  DRESSED  MEAT  SENT 
INTO  THE  CORPORATION  ABATTOIR  AND  THE 


AMOUNT  CONDEMNED. 

Amount  sent  in. 

Amount  Condemned. 

Beef  ...  190  Quarters 

99  Quarters  and  186  lbs  of  parts. 

Mutton  and  Lamb  92  Bodies 

19  Bodies  and  41  lbs.  of  parts. 

Pork  ...  2 Carcases 

1 Carcase. 

Total  Weight  of  Unsound  Meat  at  the  Abattoir. 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

291  17  3 0 


ROUGH  ESTIMATE  OF  ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  IN 

PRIVATE  SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 


Cattle 

...  22,256 

Calves 

1,872 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

...  91,921 

Pigs 

...  89,030 

UNSOUND  FOOD  OUTSIDE  ABATTOIR, 


Beef,  Beasts  and  Organs 

217,7 14  J 

lbs. 

Mutton,  Sheep  and  Organs  ... 

3,386 

yy 

Pork  and  Bacon,  Pigs  and  Organs 

14,045J-§ 

5 ) 

Fish  ...  • • • • • • 

21,065 

yy 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 

62,1064 

yy 

Miscellaneous 

13  b 

yy 

318,331* 

y y 
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IN  ADDITION  THE  FOLLOWING  AMOUNT  OF  UNSOUND 
MEAT  WAS  CONDEMNED  AT  THE  FACTORY  OF 


MESSRS. 

DONNELLY 

Ltd., 

BRICKFIELD  LANE, 

DUBLIN. 

Tons  cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

28  14 

1 

10J 

No.  OF  INSPECTIONS  OF 


Slaughterhouses 

• • • 

2,557 

Shops 

• • • 

375 

Wholesale  Depots 

• • • 

19 

Stall- holders,  Hawkers,  etc.  ... 

• • • 

2,501 

Markets 

0 0 0 

481 

Sausage  Manufacturers 

0 0 0 

56 

Restaurants 

0 0 0 

5 

Railways 

0 0 0 

27 

Factories 

0 0 0 

6 

No.  of  Private  Slaughterhouses 

0 0 0 

47 

No.  of  Knackers’  Yards 

0 0 0 

1 

Yards  for  slaughter  of  horses  for  export 
to  Continent 

1 

No.  of  Victuallers  using  private  slaughter- 
houses ...  ...  ...  125 

No.  of  Victuallers  using  Abattoir  ...  80 


DISEASED  AND  SUSPECTED  ANIMALS  DEALT  WITH  IN  MARKETS,  LAIRS,  ETC.  UNDER  FOOD 

INSPECTION,  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
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NUMBER  OF  ANIMALS  IN  MARKETS  ON  THURSDAYS. 


71 


CO 

O 

M 

P 


I- 

l> 

o 

rH 

(01 

CO 

CO 

rH 

I- 

iq 

I- 

iq 

of 

o' 

of 

of 

r— 1 

i-H 

rH 

P* 

w 

w 

X 

m 


Ol 

CO 

o 

o 

o 

o 

w«' 

Ol 

r-H 

CO 

I- 

t- 

rH 

oo~ 

o 

Ol 

00 

I-H 

rH 

CO 

W 

!> 

o 


00  M Tjl  M 

CO  Ol  O O 

© Ol  t-  t- 


<d 

u 

c 

4-3 

m 


m 

H 

CO 

«} 

S 

P 


Sh 

• rH 

cj 

P 


00 

CO 

I- 

o 

00 

00 

I- 

o 

cq 

CO 

05 

iq 

co~ 

co" 

Tji 

GO 

lO 

CO 

O 

o 

I- 

>o 

rH 

•N 

CO 

©^ 

o' 

© 

r\ 

O0 

CO 

>o 

CO 

<D 

4^ 

sh 

c5 

O 

O' 


o 

Jh 

c<3 


fH 

© 

4-> 

U 

c3 

P 

C? 

© 

X 

B 

l_o 


Sh 

© 

4-3 

<3 

0 

G* 

Sh 

CD 

rO 

a 

© 

4H 

P 

© 

02 


© 

4-> 

H 

c3 

P 

o* 

SH 

© 

rQ 

a 

CD 

© 

© 

P 


Totals  ...  ...  201,440  16,548  4 3,668  394,606  45,514 
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PROSECUTIONS  FOR  UNSOUND  MEAT. 


Health  Supply  Stores 
Ltd.,  2 Dean  St. 

Unsound  meat 

£1  Fine. 

Patrick  Clarke, 
101  Parnell  St. 

Unsound  meat 

£1  Fine  and  £1  Costs. 

Mrs.  Bella  Reid, 
44  Moore  St. 

Unsound  meat 

£5  Fine. 

Mrs.  Eliz.  Mitchell, 
(3  York  St. 

Unsound  Meat 

£1  Fine. 

Mrs.  M.  Fogarty, 
40  New  St. 

Unsound  meat 

Dismissed,  Probation 
of  Offenders  Act. 

Robert  Payne, 

180  N.  King  St. 

Unsound  meat 

5s.  Fine. 

P.  Kavanagh  & Sons 
71-72  New  St. 

Unsound  meat 
(Pork). 

£20  Fine. 

Mrs.  M.  Murray 
(trading  as  Eliza 
O’Neill,  Daisy  Mkt., 
E.  Arran  St. 

Unsound  meat 

£8  Fine  or  4 weeks 
imprisonment. 

P.  Kavanagh  & Sons, 
76  The  Coombe. 

Unsound  beef 

£20  Fine. 

Byrne,  Ltd., 

2 Crown  Alley. 

Unsound  bacon 

£20  Fine. 

PROSECUTIONS  FOR  UNSOUND  FOOD. 


Margaret  Dillon, 

19d  Corporation  St. 

Unsound  fish 

Dismissed,  Probation 
of  Offenders  Act. 

Mary  Kiely, 

7 N.  Cumberland 
Street. 

Unsound  fish 

10s.  Fine. 

James  Bradley, 
Corporation  Fruit 
Market. 

Unsound  tomatoes 

£2  Fine. 

Mrs.  Mary  Molloy, 
47  E.  Arran  St. 

Unsound  herrings 

Dismissed. 

Jas.  Morgan  & Son, 
Ltd.,  Halston  St. 

Unsound  apples  ... 

Dismissed  with  £2  2s. 
costs  against  Cor- 
poration. 

E.  Browett  & Son, 
Ltd.,  19  Upper 
George’s  St.,  Dun 
Laoghaire.  (six 

cases  heard). 

Unsound  apples 

Dismissed,  Probation 
of  Offenders  Act. 

(Purchase  money  re- 
funded to  com- 
plainants). 

• 

Morgan  & Son,  Ltd., 
Haistoii  St. 

Unsound  pears 

Dismissed  with  £2  2s. 
costs  against  Cor- 
poration. 
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3 -DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS. 


Parasitic  Mange  Order  : 

Number  of  cases  investigated  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  outbreaks  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  animals  affected  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  cases  of  Sarcoptic  Mange  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  cases  not  Parasitic  Mange  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  prosecutions  for  breaches  of  the  Parasitic 

Mange  Order  ...  ...  ...  •••  I 


Penalty  imposed — Dismissed  Probation  of  Offenders  Act. 


Sheep  Scab  Order  : 


Number  of  suspected  outbreaks 
Number  of  actual  outbreaks 
Number  of  animals  affected 

Number  of  animals  in  contact  ... 

Number  of  prosecutions  for  breaches  of  the  Sheep 
Scab  Order  ... 

Total  penalties  imposed — Fines  ...  ...£6 

Costs  ...  ...  4 


27 

25 

55 

790 


0 0 
0 0 


Sheep  Dipping  Order  : 

Number  of  sheep  for  which  Declarations  of  Dipping 


were  produced  at  the  Dublin  Cattle  Market  ...  216,941 

Number  of  sheep  dipped  under  supervision  ...  361 

Number  of  prosecutions  for  breaches  of  the  Sheep 

Dipping  Order  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Total  penalties  imposed — Fines  ...  ...£9  17  0 

Costs  ...  ...  8 5 0 


3 cases  Dismissed,  Probations  of  Offenders  Act. 


Rabies  Order  : 


Number  of  reports  of  suspected  outbreaks  ...  3 

Number  of  actual  outbreaks  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Anthrax  : 

Number  of  cases  investigated  ...  ...  ...  np 

Number  of  actual  outbreaks  ...  ...  ...  n[[ 


In  186  cases  the  blood  from  carcases  or  consignments  of  meat 
at  the  Corporation  Abattoir  was  examined  but  none  of  these  cases 
proved  to  be  anthrax. 
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Parasitic  Mange  (Cattle)  Order  : 

Number  of  suspected  outbreaks  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  actual  outbreaks  ...  ...  ...  1 


Bovine  Tuberculosis  Order  : 

Number  of  cows  found  to  be  affected  with  tuber- 
culosis of  the  udder  ...  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  animals  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuber- 
culous emaciation  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Number  of  animals  found  to  be  showing  definite 

clinical  symptoms  of  tuberculosis  with  chronic 
cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 


Total 


24 


Number  of  animals  found  on  postmortem  exami- 
nation to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis  without 
chronic  cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  animals  removed  to  premises  outside  the 

Citv  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  animals  found  after  examination  not  to 
be  affected  with  any  of  the  forms  of  tuberculosis 
as  specified  in  the  Bovine  Tuberculosis  Order  ...  154 

Total  number  of  animals  dealt  with  ...  ...  189 


208  cows  with  abnormal  udders,  in  City  Dairy  Yards,  and  on 
samples  of  milk  being  microscopically  examined  were  found  not 
to  come  within  the  scope  of  this  Order,  and  are  not  included  in  the 
above  figures. 

Of  the  24  animals  found  to  come  within  the  scope  of  this  Order 
11  were  slaughtered  by  the  owners  and  13  by  the  Corporation. 
In  three  of  these  13  cases  the  Committee  ordered  that  no  compen- 
sation be  paid  as  the  animals  were  noticeably  affected  and  were 
not  reported.  The  agreed  valuation  of  the  10  animals  on  which 
compensation  was  paid  amounted  to  £97  and  £48  11s.  8d.  was 
paid  to  the  owners. 

The  sale  of  carcases,  etc.,  realised  £11  5s.  3d.,  the  net  expenditure 
amounted  to  £37  7s.  10d.,  which  was  refunded  to  the  Corporation 
by  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

The  work  performed  in  connection  with  the  other  scheduled 
diseases  has  been  principally  of  a preventive  nature. 
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4— BACTERIOLOGICAL  LABORATORY. 

Microscopic  Examinations  of  Samples  direct  from  Cows  in  City 

Dairy  Yards. 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  microscopic  examination  ...  206 

Results  of  Examinations  : 

Streptococci  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Staphylococci  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Diplococci  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Cocci  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • • 4 

Mixed  infection  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Tubercle  bacilli  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Negative  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  HI 

Sputum  (Cows)  : 

Number  of  microscopic  examinations  ...  ...  14 

Results  of  Examinations  : 

Tubercle  bacilli  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Negative  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Samples  of  Milk  and  Secretion  from  Cows  (the  majority  of  which 
were  dry)  other  than  in  City  Dairy  Yards. 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  microscopic  examination  102 
Results  of  Examinations  : 

Streptococci  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Staphylococci  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Diplococci  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Mixed  infection  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Tubercle  bacilli  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Negative  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Sputum  (Cows)  : 

Number  of  microscopic  examinations  ...  ...  24 

Results  of  Examinations  : 

Tubercle  bacilli  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Mixed  coccic  infection  ...  ...  1 

Negative  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

BIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  MADE  OE  MILK. 

Hospitals,  Child  Welfare  Centres,  etc.  : 

Number  of  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Positive  ...  ...  1 

Negative  ...  ...  41 
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Control  Samples : 

Number  of  Samples: 
Positive 
Negative 

Group  Samples : 

Number  of  Samples 
Positive 
Negative 

Direct  Samples  : 

Number  of  Samples 
Positive 
Negative 


1 

7 


8 


• • • 


(3 

53 


59 


• • • 


3 

27 


30 


Skin  Scrapings  for  Parasitic  Mange. 


Number  of  specimens  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  specimens  in  which  Sarcoptic  Acari  were  found  3 

Number  of  specimens  examined  and  found  to  be  chorioptic 

mange  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  specimens  which  were  negative  ...  ...  10 


Wool  Samples. 

Number  of  specimens  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Number  of  cases  in  which  the  Psoroptic  Ovis  was  found  ...  28 

Number  of  cases  which  were  negative  ...  ...  2 

Blood  Films  for  Anthrax. 

Number  of  specimens  ...  ...  ...  ...  190 

Number  which  were  negative  ...  ...  ...  190 

Diseased  Organs. 


Number  of  microscopic  examinations  ...  ...  78 

Results  : 

Tubercle  bacilli  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Streptococci  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Staphylococci  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Diplococci  ...  •••  ...  ...  ... 

Cocci  and  mixed  coccic  infection  ...  ...  11 

Bac.  Necrosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Actino  ...  • • ♦ • • • • • • • • • *■' 

Blackquarter  ...  •••  ...  •••  • ••  l 

Negative 
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5 — THE  ATTENDANCE  ON  AND  PURCHASE  OF  ANIMALS 
THE  PROPERTY  OF  THE  CORPORATION. 

Horses  at  Cleansing  Department  : 

Number  of  visits  ...  174 

Number  of  attendances  418 

Cattle  at  Crooksling  Sanatorium  Farm  : 

The  animals  at  the  Crooksling  Sanatorium  Farm  have  been 
attended  on,  also  each  animal  of  the  dairy  herd  has  been  periodically 
subjected  to  the  tuberculin  test.  It  was  found  necessary  to  bring 
in  fresh  cows  to  keep  up  the  supply  of  milk,  especially  on  account 
of  the  supply  of  25  gallons  of  milk  per  day  to  Pelletstown  Hospital, 
but  these  animals  were  subjected  to  the  tuberculin  test  and  the 
agglutination  test  for  contagious  abortion  before  they  were  allowed 
to  enter  the  herd,  and  were  then  isolated  for  about  six  weeks  when 
they  were  re- tested. 

The  following  number  of  cows  were  disposed  of  : — 

Slaughtered  ...  3 

Sold  ...  ...  9 

The  following  animals  were  purchased  in  the  Dublin  Cattle 
Market  subject  to  their  passing  the  tuberculin  test  and  the  aggluti- 
nation test  for  contagious  abortion  : — 

(a)  7 heifers, 

6 fresh  calved  heifers, 

1 fresh  calved  cow. 

These  14  animals  passed  the  above  tests  and  were  sent  out  to  the 
Farm. 

(b)  1 heifer, 

4 fresh  calved  heifers, 

1 fresh  calved  cow. 

These  6 animals  failed  to  pass  the  above  tests  and  were  rejected. 
Number  of  calves  reared  ...  ...  # jq 

On  the  31st  December,  1929,  the  following  number  of  animals 
comprised  the  dairy  herd  at  the  Crooksling  Sanatorium  Farm  : 

54  Cows,  1 Bull,  14  Calves. 


29th  September,  1930, 


P.  F.  DOLAN, 

Chief  Veterinary  Inspector, 
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SUPERVISIONS  OP  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

There  has  been  a steady  increase  in  the  number  of  appointments 
of  Veterinary  Surgeons  in  connection  with  the  supervision  of  meat 
supplies,  and  we  are  approaching  the  time  when  it  may  be  said 
that  such  arrangements  obtain  in  practically  every  public  health 
unit  in  the  free  State.  An  Order  defining  more  minutely  the  duties 
of  Veterinary  Inspectors  was  issued  last  year.  The  Order  prescribes 
ante-mortem  inspection  and  the  detailed  method  of  the  examination 
of  carcases. 

The  supervision  of  the  meat  supplies  in  this  country  presents 
a different  problem  in  each  sanitary  area,  and  appropriate  schemes 
can  only  be  formulated  after  careful  local  investigation.  The 
prevalence  of  private  slaughter  houses  has  proved  an  obstacle  in 
organising  a satisfactory  meat  inspection  service  but  it  would  seem 
that  this  difficulty  can  be  overcome  without  recourse  to  legislation. 
The  systematic  supervision  of  the  meat  supplied  is  being  reor- 
ganised in  the  County  Borough  of  Cork  and  Waterford  and  in 
Clonmel  Urban  District,  based  on  bye-laws  prohibiting  the  sale 
of  meat  within  the  sanitary  areas  except  such  as  shall  have  been 
inspected  and  passed  as  fit  for  human  consumption  in  the  manner 
provided.  Briefly,  the  scheme  in  Waterford  provides  for  inspection 
by  the  Veterinary  Surgeon  at  three  private  slaughter-houses,  and 
for  the  inspection  of  all  carcases  coining  from  outside  the  Borough 
bounds  at  the  Public  Abattoir.  The  adoption  of  somewhat  similar 
arrangements  are  contemplated  in  Dublin  County  Borough  when 
the  extension  to  the  Abattoir  has  been  completed.  These  bye-laws 
can  be  made  applicable  to  districts,  where  there  is  no  public  abattoir, 
at  a small  expenditure  by  the  provision  of  a central  inspection  depot, 
and  are  especially  applicable  to  urban  districts  where  licensed  or 
registered  Slaughter-houses  do  not  exist. 

As  regards  rural  areas,  Cork,  Kerry,  Clare,  Kildare  and  Offaly 
Boards  of  Health  are  being  invested  with  urban  powers  for  the 
purpose  of  making  and  putting  in  force  of  bye-laws  with  respect 
to  Slaughterhouses,  and  a system  of  Centralised  Inspection  is  being 
organised  in  each.  Rural  Districts  invested  with  urban  powers 
are  in  a strong  position  to  deal  with  the  meat  problem,  as  unlike 
many  urban  districts  they  are  not  hampered  by  vested  interests 
of  registered  and  licensed  Slaughterhouses.  In  a County  Scheme 
such  as  Kerry,  certain  of  the  more  important  towns  and  tourist 
resorts  are  selected  as  inspection  stations,  and  the  service  of  local 
Veterinary  Surgeons  are  retained.  The  Scheme  is  capable  of  develop- 
ment and  expansion,  and  will,  it  is  hoped,  afford  an  example  of 
what  can  be  done  to  protect  the  meat  supplies  in  rural  districts. 

The  Agricultural  Produce  (Fresh  Meat)  Bill  provides  that  any 
meat  or  offal  found  unfit  for  human  consumption  for  export,  shall 
be  surrendered  to  the  local  authority  to  be  dealt  with  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts.  This  provision 
will  safeguard  home  consumers. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  CITY  ANALYST. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  BY  B.  G.  FAGAN,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C.,  A.R.C.S.I., 

PUBLIC  ANALYST. 


During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1929,  analyses  and  investi- 
gations were  conducted  under  the  following  headings  : — 

1 . (a)  The  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

(b)  The  Public  Health  (Milk)  Regulations,  1917. 

(c)  The  Public  Health  Preservatives  Regulations,  1928. 

2.  Daily  control  and  monthly  analysis  of  the  Vartry  Water  as 

supplied  to  the  City  Laboratory. 

3.  Analyses  in  connection  with  Corporation  Supplies. 

4.  Analyses  of  medicines  for  County  Homes  and  Hospitals. 

5.  Analyses  for  other  Local  Authorities  under  Food  and  Drugs 

Acts  and  Preservatives  Regulations. 

6.  Miscellaneous  analyses  for  Public  Institutions,  Companies  and 

private  individuals. 

7.  Analysis  in  connection  with  special  investigations  for  Cor- 

poration Departments. 

8.  Analyses  of  sewages,  effluents,  etc. 

During  the  year  I continued  to  act  as  Analyst  for  32  Public 
Bodies,  outside  the  Dublin  Corporation. 

My  appointment  as  Public  Analyst  for  Westmeath  had  to  be 
readvertised  bv  the  Local  Appointments  Commissioners.  I was 
successful  in  retaining  the  post. 


GENERAL  STATEMENT  OF  WORK  FOR  DUBLIN  COR 
PORATION  AND  CITY  OF  DUBLIN. 

Nature  of  Article.  No.  of  Samples.  Department. 


Food  and  Drugs 
Vartry  Water  (complete  analysis) 
Vartry  Water  (partial  analysis) 
Mastic  Asphalt 
Tar 

Asphalt  Concrete  . 

Waters  ... 

Lead  pipe 
Stoneware  pipe 
Sand 

Epsom  Salts 
Rubber  solution  . 

Sewage  ... 

Effluent 
Sludge 

I )isinfeeting  Fluid 
Copal  Carriage  Varnish 


3,197 

12 

290 

3 

9 

jLa 

2 

6 

0 

10 

1 

<-> 

1 

140 

142 

312 

4 
1 


Public  Health. 
Engineers. 


9 9 


99 


9 9 


9 9 


99 
9 9 
9 9 
9 9 

Public  Health 
Crooksling  Sanatorium 
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Milk 

7 

Veterinary. 

Sausage  ... 

1 

y ; 

Bacon 

1 

Pepper  ... 

1 

y y 

Waters 

6 

Sanitary. 

Roof  tiles 

2 

Architect. 

Total  (Corporation) 
Analyses  for  private  indivi- 

4,149 

duals  in  City  of  Dublin 

1.004 

Analyses  for  Dublin  Union 

297 

Total  for  City  of  Dublin  ... 

5,447 

Statement  of  Work  for  Bodies  outside  City  of  Dublin. 

Analyses  for  Local  Authorities  ...  5,671 

Analyses  for  private  individuals  ...  299 

Analyses  for  County  Hospitals  and 

Rural  Districts  ...  ...  1,885 


Total  ...  ... 

Grand  total  for  year  1929 


7,855  ...  7,855 


13,302 


The  total  number  of  samples  analysed  during  the  year  is  397  less 
than  the  previous  year.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
owing  to  the  installation  of  mechanical  samplers  at  the  Sewage 
Outfall  Works,  the  three  samplers  ceased  operations  in  Mav  and 
no  further  samples  of  sewage  or  effluent  were  received  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year. 

The  following  shows  the  return  since  1922  : — 


Year 

Total  samples  from 

1922 

9,419 

1923 

8,560 

1924 

10,892 

1925 

11,818 

1926 

13,062 

1927 

12,756 

1928 

13,699 

1929 

13,302 

Dublin  Corporation,  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  Preservative 

Regulations. 

The  following  Table  sets  out  in  detail  the  articles  analysed  under 
the  above  Acts,  and  the  number  certified  as  adulterated.  The 
number  of  samples  Submitted  was  3,197  and  of  these  189  were 
certified  as  adulterated.  In  addition  12  informal  samples  were 
adversely  reported  on. 
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TABLE  I. 


Samples  analysed  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Dru?s  Acts  for  Dublin 

Corporation. 


Formal  Samples. 


Nature  of  Articles. 

Milk  ... 

Butter 
Sausages 
Whiskey 
Cheese 
Flour 
Sweets 
Buttermilk 
Sultanas 
Sugar 
Rice  . . . 

Rum  ... 

White  pudding 
Cornflour 

Self  Raising  Flour 
Pepper 
Salt  . . . 

Jam  ... 

Cocoa... 

Beer 
Cake 
Bates 
Wine  ... 

Ground  Rice 
Sauce 

Grape  Juice 
Tomatoes  (canned) 
Lemonade 
Raisins 

Ginger  Cordial 
Marmalade 
Bacon 
Peas 

Margarine 
Sago  ... 

Figs 

Dried  milk 
Black  Pudding 
Currants 
Cream 


Number 

No.  of  Samples.  Adulterated. 


2,357 

144 

337 

2 

48 

11 

46 

i}A 

4 

5 

- - 

5 

— - 

19 

— 

o 

— 

21 

— 

7 

— 

2 

— 

5 

— 

3 

5 

3 

6 

4 
1 
1 
2 

1 

Q 

0 

1 

2 
1 

1 
1 

10 

1 

2 

11 

3 
2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 


F 
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Nature  of  Article. 

Number 
of  Samples. 

Number 
of  Samples. 

Bread 

1 

— 

Tripe 

32 

23 

Ground  Ginger 

2 

— 

Sausage  meat 

2 

■ — 

Jellies 

9 

• • • AJ 

— 

Suet  ...  ... 

1 

— 

Tapioca 

1 

— 

Opedia  Preservatives 

1 

— 

Sausage  casing 

1 

— 

Tripe  bleach  . . . 

1 

— 

Chewing  gum  ... 

1 

• — 

Candied  peel  . . . 

1 

— 

Vinegar 

5 

1 

Black  Draught 

5 

2 

Camphorated  oil 

2 

— 

Calcined  Magnesia 

1 

— 

Ammoniated  Quinine 

1 

— 

Iodine  Solution 

1 

— 

Cream  of  Tartar 

1 

1 

Extract  Cascara 

2 

1 

Olive  oil 

1 

— 

Almond  Oil 

1 

— 

Mercury  Ointment 

1 

— 

Milk  ... 

Informal  Samples. 

...  ...  i 

Butter 

32 

— 

Buttermilk 

1 

— 

Black  Draught 

16 

— 

Tinture  Iodine . . . 

o 

— 

Camphorated  oil 

7 

• • • • 

— 

Ammoniated  Quinine 

10 

— 

Zinc  Ointment 

3 

— 

Boric  Ointment 

17 

3 

Aspirin 

2 

— 

Mercury  Ointment 

2 

— 

Mercurial  Ointment 

1 

1 

Food  Preservatives 

3 

— 

Liquid  Eggs 

5 

— 

Bread 

3 

— 

Olive  Oil 

3 

— 

Sausages 

5 

— 

Fruit  Salad 

1 

— 

Liniment  of  Iodine 

• • « 

3 

— 
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Number 

Number 

Nature  of  Article. 

of  Samples. 

Adulterated. 

Crab  (canned)  ... 

1 

— 

Boric  Acid 

3 

— ■ 

Castor  Oil 

2 

• • • — 1 

— 

Brandy 

1 

— 

Wine 

1 

— • 

Sulphur  Ointment 

1 

— 

Capers 

1 

— • 

Whiskey 

1 

— 

Fizz  Bags 

3 

3 

Iodine  Solution 

2 

— ■ 

Castor  Oil  Pills 

1 

1 

Cascara  Liquid 

1 

1 

Sweet  Spirits  of  Nitre  ... 

1 

1 

Almond  Oil 

5 

2 

Margarine 

3 

— 

Number 

Number 

Nature  of  Article. 

of  Samples. 

Adulterated. 

Cream  of  Tartar 

o 

. . . L 

— 

Bacon 

7 

9 

Peas  ... 

1 

— 

Cake  ...  ... 

2 

— 

Pork  Pie 

1 

— 

Eucalyptus  Oil 

1 

— 

Canned  Tomatoes 

1 

— 

Ginger  Wine  ... 

1 

— 

Trotter 

1 

— 

Cream 

1 

— 

Sweets 

1 

— 

Chicken  and  Ham 

1 

— 

Oxymel  Scillae 

1 

- — 

Ground  Cinnamon 

1 

— 

Milk. 

Tables  2 and  3 give  a return  of  the  average  composition  of  all 
samples  of  milk  submitted  by  the  Corporation  Inspectors,  a dis- 
tinction being  made  between  those  samples  in  course  of  delivery 
at  the  Railway  Termini  and  those  purchased  from  vendors  in  the 
City. 

2,364  samples  were  submitted  during  the  year  of  which  144  were 
certified  as  being  adulterated.  The  percentage  of  added  water 
varied  from  41  to  20  per  cent.,  and  the  deficiency  of  fats  from 
5-9  to  48-3  per  cent.  In  15  samples  boron  compounds  were  found 
present  as  a preservative,  6 of  which  were  also  amongst  those 
adulterated  with  water. 

F 2 
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Butter. 

One  sample  contained  20-9  per  cent,  moisture  and  one  other 
sample  proved  to  be  margarine. 

Spirits. 

Four  Samples  of  whiskey  were  adulterated,  namely,  two  26-42° 
U.P.,  and  two  others  27-49°  U.P. 

Cream  of  Tartar. 

This  sample  proved  to  be  composed  entirely  of  a mixture  of 
starch  and  phosphate  of  calcium. 

Liquid  Extract  of  Cascara. 

One  formal  sample  did  not  comply  with  the  B.  P.  prescription. 
It  was  deficient  of  25  per  cent,  of  solid  extract  and  did  not  possess 
the  usual  characteristic  taste  of  the  B.  P.  preparation. 

One  informal  sample  was  also  deficient  in  strength. 

Black  Draught. 

One  of  the  adulterated  samples  was  deficient  of  60  per  cent,  of 
its  magnesium  sulphate,  whilst  the  second  was  deficient  of  12 
per  cent. 


Sausages. 

Ten  samples  were  adulterated  with  boron  compounds  present  as 
a preservative,  whilst  one  contained  sulphur  dioxide  without  the 
necessary  Statutory  declaration  of  its  presence. 

Tripe. 

23  samples  of  tripe  were  found  to  contain  boron  compounds 
contrary  to  the  Preservative  Regulations.  This  chemical  it  was 
discovered  was  not  added  as  a preservative,  but  was  used  in  the 
form  of  Sodium  Perborate  as  a bleach  for  the  tripe,  and  was  not 
completely  removed  by  washing,  after  the  bleaching  operation. 

Vinegar. 

One  sample  sold  as  pure  malt  vinegar,  proved  to  be  a distilled 
vinegar.  A distilled  vinegar  whether  manufactured  from  malt  or 
not  should  be  designated  k’  distilled.”  Malt  vinegar  contains  a 
notable  amount  of  phosphates  and  owing  to  the  absence  of  these 
and  other  solids  in  the  distilled  product  I maintain  it  is  something 
different  and  should  bear  some  distinguishing  mark  such  as  the 
word  “ distilled.” 
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Castor  Oil  Pills. 

These  pills  were  found  to  consist  of  rhubarb,  soap  and  sulphate 
of  potash  and  if  castor  oil  were  present  at  all  it  was  there  in  such 
small  quantity  as  not  to  be  detectable. 

They  should  be  called  Compound  Rhubarb  Pills  as  rhubarb 
constitutes  about  half  the  bulk. 

Even  if  these  pills  contained  castor  oil  only,  it  would  require 
some  20  of  them  to  equal  a minimum  medicinal  dose.  The  name 
Castor  Oil  Pills  is  false  and  misleading. 

Iodine  Solution. 

This  sample  contained  0-737  per  cent,  of  Iodine  dissolved  in 
Iso-propyl  alcohol.  Compared  with  the  weak  tincture  of  the  B.P. 
it  is  much  deficient  in  strength,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  it  is  efficient 
for  the  desired  purpose. 


Almond  Oils. 

Two  informal  samples  consisted  almost  entirely  of  Kernel  Oils. 

Mercury  Ointment. 

One  informal  sample  contained  only  6-7  per  cent,  mercury 
instead  of  30  per  cent,  required  by  the  B.P.  and  the  second  contained 
24-6  per  cent. 

Bacon. 

Two  informal  samples  contained  boron  compounds  contrary 
to  the  Preservative  Regulations. 

Boric  Ointments. 

Three  informal  samples  were  deficient  in  boric  acid.  One  sample 
was  not  properly  compounded,  the  boric  acid  not  being  properly 
distributed  throughout  the  sample.  One  portion  of  the  ointment 
contained  8-5  per  cent.,  whilst  another  contained  9-3,  both  amounts 
being  below  the  B.P.  strength,  namely,  10  per  cent. 

Crooksling  Sanatorium. 

The  sample  of  Copal  Varnish  analysed  for  this  Institution  proved 
to  be  adulterated  with  a petroleum  product,  as  substitute  for  the 
American  turpentine  that  should  have  been  present. 

Engineering  Department. 

All  the  samples  submitted  from  the  various  engineering  depart- 
ments were  found  to  comply  with  their  respective  specifications 
except  three  samples  of  alloyed  lead  pipe,  which  were  deficient 
in  tin.  The  rubber  solution  contained  carbon  tetrachloride  as 
solvent,  which  is  non-inflammable.  The  article  therefore  does  nob 
come  under  the  Petroleum  Acts. 


86 


Analyses  of  Sewages  and  Effluents. 

As  mentioned  above  the  analyses  of  sewages  and  effluents  was 
suspended  from  the  17th  May,  1929,  owing  to  the  contemplated 
installation  of  mechanical  samplers.  The  analyses  of  the  sludge 
however,  contined  and  during  the  year  312  samples  were  tested. 
The  total  dry  solids  averaged  9-8  per  cent. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  the  mechanical  samplers  are 
on  test.  The  principle  involved  is  as  follows  : — An  electrically 
driven  pump  is  started  up  by  clockwork  at  ten  minutes  before 
each  hour.  This  pump  circulates  a flow  of  sewage  (or  effluent) 
through  the  machine  for  ten  minutes,  thereby  ensuring  thorough 
mixing.  At  the  hour,  a bye  pass  valve  opens  and  deflects  a 
requisite  amount  of  the  flow  into  a sample  bottle  and  then  the 
whole  apparatus  shuts  off  until  10  minutes  before  the  next  hour, 
when  the  procedure  is  repeated  into  the  next  bottle.  Thus,  at  the 
end  of  24  hours  there  are  24  such  bottles  from  which  appropriate 
amounts  can  be  taken,  dependent  on  the  flow  at  each  hour,  and 
mixed  together  to  form  an  aggregate  sample  representative  of  the 
flow  for  the  24  hours. 

ANALYSES  FOR  OTHER  PUBLIC  BODIES,  PRIVATE 

INDIVIDUALS,  Etc. 

The  work  under  this  heading  increases  every  year.  9,153  samples 
were  analysed  during  1929,  being  266  in  excess  of  the  number  for  the 
previous  year.  The  sum  of  £2,208  4s.  received  by  me  in  fees  for 
these  analyses  is  also  the  highest  since  I took  up  office.  This 
amount  was  lodged  with  the  City  Treasurer  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  my  appointment. 

The  following  return  shows  how  this  branch  of  my  duties  has 
grown  since  1922.  More  than  twice  the  number  of  samples  is 
analysed  under  this  heading  than  for  the  Dublin  Corporation. 


Year 

No.  of  Samples 

Fees  for  Analyses 

1923 

4,901 

...  £1,248  18  6 

1924 

5,806 

1,300  9 6 

1925 

6,200 

1,434  13  10 

1926 

7,412 

1,549  9 5 

1927 

8,326 

1,737  10  7 

1928 

8,867 

1,991  0 7 

1929 

9,153 

2,208  4 0 

In  conclusion  I wish  to 

express  my  appreciation  of  the  loyal  and 

capable  manner  in  which  file  members  of  my  staff  carried  out 
their  duties. 


B.  G.  EAGAN, 


City  Analyst. 

t/  %/ 


Fats,  City. 
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Fats,  Railway. 
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POSITION  OF  DUBLIN. 

The  City  of  Dublin  is  situate  in  latitude  53°  20/38"  N.  ; longtitude 
6°  17'  30"  W.  The  Area  of  the  City  comprises  7,745  statute  acres 
of  land  and  166  acres  of  water — total  area,  7,911.  In  the  Dublin 
Registration  Area  there  are  28-4  persons  to  an  acre,  and  in  the  City 
of  Dublin  37-3.  The  average  number  of  persons  per  acre  in  the 
12  largest  Irish  towns  is  18-9.  In  Belfast  the  number  is  only 
25*9,  because  the  City  embraces  a considerable  rural  area.  The 
City  and  the  adjacent  townships  of  Rathmines,  Pembroke,  Black- 
rock  and  Dun  Laoghaire,  and  portions  of  some  rural  districts, 
comprise  the  Dublin  Registration  Area. 

Population. 

No  accurate  Census  of  the  population  of  Dublin  was  taken  before 
1804.  It  was  then  ascertained  to  be  167,889.  Earlier  in  the 
century  estimates  made  it  a few  thousand  greater.  The  abolition 
of  the  Irish  Parliament  probably  caused  a temporary  decline  in 
the  population.  In  1821  the  population  had  increased  to  178,603. 

In  following  decades  the  population  was  as  follow’s  : — 1831, 
204,155  ; 1841,  232,726  ; 1851,  258,369.  In  1861  it  had  declined 
to  254,808,  and  to  246,326  in  1871.  During  the  following  decade 
it  increased  to  249,602,  and  decreased  to  245,001  in  the  10  years 
ended  in  1891. 

In  1901  the  population  was,  according  to  the  Census,  290,638, 
and  was  estimated  by  the  Registrar- General  to  be  on  the  whole 
year  291,190. 

By  the  Census  of  1911  the  population  was  found  to  be  304,802 — 
147,656  males  and  157,146  females.  The  families  numbered 
62,635,  having  on  the  average  4-6  members.  There  were  35,477 
inhabited  houses,  with  an  average  number  of  8*2  per  house.  The 
statistics  did  not  apply  to  persons  in  Public  Institutions. 

It  was  not  until  1881  that  the  size  of  the  Dublin  Registration 
Area  was  increased  by  the  addition  of  Clontarf  and  Howth  No.  1. 
Registration  District,  Coolock  and  Drumcondra  No.  1 Registra- 
tion District,  part  of  Finglas  and  Glasnevin,  and  parts  of 
Palmerstown,  Blanchardstown  and  Castleknock,  containing  a 
population  of  21,677.  This  addition  brought  the  suburban  popu- 
lation up  to  99,039,  which,  added  to  249,486  of  the  population 
of  the  Citv,  made  a total  of  348,525. 

In  1901  Kilmainham  Township,  the  Northern  suburbs,  and 
small  portions  of  the  County  of  Dublin  w7ere  annexed  to  the  City, 
whereby  its  population  was  increased  from  245,001  (in  April,  1891) 
to  209,638  in  1901 A The  population  of  the  remaining  Townships 
was  then  estimated  up  to  the  middle  of  the  year  1901  as  84,891,  and 
that  of  the  City,  291,190.  Thus  in  the  middle  of  1901  the  estimated 
population  of  the  Dublin  Registration  x4rea  was  376,081. 
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Population  in  18G1. 


Registration  Area  . . . 
City 


...  314,409 
...  254,808 


Population  in  1871. 


t \ ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Southern  Townships — Rathmines,  Pembroke,  Blackrock 
and  Dun  Laoghaire 
Dublin  Registration  Area 

The  Northern  Suburbs  were  not  included. 


245,722 

64,843 

310,565 


1881. 

u5rt^^  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Southern  Townships 

Northern  Districts — Clontarf  and  Howth  No.  1 Districts, 
Coolock  and  Drumcondra  No.  1 Districts,  parts  of 
Finglas  and  Glasnevin,  and  part  of  Palmerstown  ... 
Total  Registration  Area 


249,486 

77,362 


21,677 

348,525 


1891. 


Cit>  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Southern  Suburbs  ... 

Northern  Suburbs  ... 

Total  Registration  Area 

* 1st  April,  day  of  Census 


245,001 

78,212 

26,381 

349,594 


1901. 


City 
Suburbs 
Whole  Area 


• • • 


• • • 


291,190 

84,891 

376,081 


In  the  middle  of  1913  the  population  of  the  Dublin  Metropolitan 
Area  was  estimated  to  be  406,000,  and  of  the  City  310,467. 

At  the  Census  in  1911  the  population  of  the  Registration  Area 
was  found  to  be  397,597,  and  of  the  City  304,802,  or  fewer  by 
4,936  than  the  estimated  population  in  the  middle  of  1911. 

The  Census  Returns  for  1911  showed  that  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation, though  considerable,  was  less  than  in  the  decade  ended  in 
1901. 

All  the  calculations  in  reference  to  deaths,  births,  etc.,  have 
been  based  on  the  estimated  populations  in  the  middle  of  1925, 
which  was  335,400  for  the  City  and  438,000  for  the  Registration 
Area. 

In  the  City  there  were,  according  to  the  Census  of  1911,  35,477 
inhabited,  and  1,954  uninhabited,  houses — total,  37,431. 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  CENSUS  OF  THE  CITY. 


Comparative  Statistics  (1821-1926. 


Census 

Population. 

Increase  ( + ) or 
Decrease  ( — ) 
between  the 

Periods 

Census  Periods 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Persons. 

per  cent. 

1821  ... 

82,648 

95,955 

178,603 

1831  ... 

91,557 

112,598 

204,155 

+ 25,552 

+ 14-31 

1841  ... 

104,630 

128,096 

232,726 

+ 28,571 

+ 13-99 

1851  ... 

119,181 

139,188 

258.369 

+ 25,643 

+ 11-02 

1861  ... 

118,283 

136,525 

254,808 

— 3,561 

— 1*31 

1871  ... 

115,618 

130,708 

246,326 

— 8,482 

— 3-33 

1881  ... 

119,806 

129,796 

249.602 

+ 3 276 

+ 1-32 

1891  ... 

117,503 

127,498 

245,001 

— 4,601 

— 1-85 

1901  ... 

140,388 

150,250 

290,638 

+ 45,637 

+ 18-63 

1911  ... 

• 147,656 

157,146 

304,802 

+ 14,164 

+ 4-9 

1926  ... 

151.739 

164,732 

316,693 

+ 11,891 

+ 3-8 

The  maximum  population  of  the  City  was  attained  in  1851, 
since  which  period  there  has  been  a decrease  except  in  1881,  1901, 
1911  and  1926.  The  increase  in  1901  was  mainly  due  to  the 
extension  of  the  city  boundaries. 


The  number  of  families  in  the  City  was  66,090,  the  average 
number  in  each  family  being  4*3.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses 
was  38,393,  showing"  an  average  of  8-2  persons  to  each  house. 
The  special  inmates  of  public  institutions  are  omitted  in  these 
calculations. 
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Showing  the  Annual  Birth  and  Death  Rates  per  1,000  of  the 
population  of  the  principal  Urban  Sanitary  Districts  of  Ireland. 


Urban  District. 

Births. 

Deaths  from 

All 

Causes. 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Dublin  (City) 

27-4 

16-6 

10 

Dublin  Registration  Area 

25- 1 

16-2 

0-9 

Belfast 

21-4 

15-6 

10 

Cork 

20-9 

16-7 

1-4 

Londonderry 

25-3 

14  l 

0-9 

Limerick 

28-2 

16-6 

10 

Waterford  ... 

23-2 

17  0 

2-3 

Galway 

22-8 

14-8 

0-4 

Dundalk 

17  • 3 

12-5 

0-9 

Lurgan 

22-5 

16-4 

0-3 

Drogheda  ... 

26-0 

17*0 

0-8 

Lisburn 

23-7 

131 

1 • 2 

Newry 

23-7 

15-4 

1-4 

Portadown  ... 

26-7 

141 

0-8 

Wexford 

24-3 

15-4 

0-5 

Ballymena  ... 

22-3 

15-6 

0*5 

Newtownards 

19-3 

17  1 

2-5 

Sligo 

21  -2 

110 

0-4 

Kilkenny  ... 

23-5 

15-4 

10 

Tralee 

18-3 

12-3 

0-6 

Clonmel 

21  * 3 

12-5 

0-0 

HOUSING. 

The  total  number  of  houses,  belonging  to  the  Corporation, 
occupied  by  the  working  classes  was  5,760,  being  an  increase  of 
583  over  the  previous  year.  The  receipts  amounted  to  £160,724 
showing  an  excess  of  £21,885  over  last  year. 

The  Iveagh  Play  Centre  erected  by  the  late  Lord  Iveagh  and 
situated  close  to  the  Carnegie  Centre  contains  eleven  class  rooms 
and  three  large  halls  for  drill  and  entertainments,  etc.,  also  rooms 
for  the  Lady  Superintendent  and  Teachers,  and  Caretaker’s  quarters, 
with  cloak  rooms,  lavatories,  etc.  It  is  open  five  evenings  and  one 
morning  each  week,  except  during  holidays,  for  children  between 
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the  ages  of  3 and  14.  The  children  are  taught  dancing,  singing, 
and  the  total  attendances  for  1929  were  154,022  on  201  days— 
an  average  of  766-27  per  day.  In  order  that  the  building  may 
be  utilised  as  fully  as  possible,  the  late  Lord  Iveagh  endowed  it 
with  a gift  of  £10,000. 

The  number  of  attendances  at  the  Iveagh  Public  Baths  in  Bride 
Road  (exclusive  of  the  competitors  and  spectators  at  the  Galas)  were 
33,310  There  are  18  Private  Baths  for  men,  9 for  women,  and  a 
Swimming  Pond  65  feet  in  length  and  39  feet  in  width. 

The  Tenement  Buildings  belonging  to  the  Trust  afford  accommo- 
dation for  588  families,  and  they  continue  to  let  well.  Details  as  to 
the  accommodation  provided  in  each  building  are  given  below. 
The  average  weekly  rent  per  room,  inclusive  of  Rates,  and  covering 
chimney  sweeping  and  the  use  of  Venetian  blinds,  is  2s.  5d. 


